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« and account them Canonical: WAY * 


7190 9 8 55 4 The Seventh AR T TCI W 
1 the Old Teftamine. ee. 


© The Old Teſtament i is hot contrary t to 

i 0 Ney. for both in the Old and New 
„ Teſtament everlaſting Life is offered to 
7 Mankind by Chriſt, who is the only Me- 
« diater between God and Man, being 

« both God and Man; Wherefore. Cy are 
not to be heard, which, feign that th 6 
* <, old: Fathers did lo ok. only, or, tran firory 
5 « Promiſes. Altho' 19 — Law given from 
3 God by Moſes, as touching Ceremonies 
and Rites, do not bind Chriſtian Men, 
« nor the civil Precepts thereof ought of 
-« ineceſlity to be received in any Come ? 
- * monwealth ; 


*.. - 
4 «& * 


7 Article. 


K 


c 


Aa” 
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© .monyealth :- Jet gotwichſkending, no 
chriſtian Man whatſoever: id free from 
1 the Obedience of the enen 
* Which are called Moral,. 
From the 6th he pleaded a Privilege to 
reject all matters relating to Faith and Prin- 
ciple not contained in the Holy Scriptures; 
and the Quakers do not allow the Pay- 
ment of Tythes as any part of aer aun 
and Principles - And. 
Fitom the 7th: he alledged tbat they. as 
| Chaiſtians, were juſtified againſt, any Obe- 
dience or Conformity to the Ceremonies 
and Rites: of the Maſaical Law; but he 
claimed no ꝶFteedom ftom the Obedience 
of the Commandments which axe called 
Moral. And you muſt allow the Payment 
of Tythes was a ceremonial Rites and if you 
were conſined to the bare Cuſtom, of that 
Law only, we ſhould have but a tenth part 
of the Tenths, with the: firſt-ripe ruits, at 
the Owner's Diſeretion. And ſince the 
Parliament is the ſtrongeſt Authority you 
can plead in defence of your Tythes, I 
think it very impolitick in you to ſeem un- 
caſy at their granting the "Quakers à ſmall 
matter of Eaſe, hen in the main it is your 
- own. Intereſt, ad wig ſave Monoy in your 
Pockets. 7 © 114 E Nan 


Ae 


« Asto what thou n "of cheix ſuppoſing p. 15 4. 


that the more tedious and expenſive Me- !/ 
„ thod has been and will be made choice 247 
25 5 of Wu, Malice, or W 

2140 iS 


(8)) 


«: ig" a nedvy Imputation, and ir is no 
4 mote than common Juſtice that the 
. Clergy ſhould have an Opportunity to 
e vindicate | themſelves from ſo foul 4 
« Charge, S. 4 
I eofife(vir is fir you ſhould, bat? ina: | 
bly conceive you have taken a very wrong 


Method; it is a weak thing in you, ol 


your Adviſers, to confeſs the Imputation 
heavy, and the Charge foul; when at the 


ſame time you argue and plead againſt the 
paſſing of a Bill to prevent your doing that 
whereof you are aſhamed, and in great 
mcaſiire deny'd. But if you would clear 
yourſelves of this heavy Imputation, and 
foul Charge, retrotract thoſe Pamphlets, | 
withdraw” your Petitions in Parliament, 
and offer an humble Addreſs in exchange 


for tllem; returning Thanks to the Ho- 


nourable Houſe of Commons, for the Fa- 
vout they dotyon 1 in providing an eaſy Way 
to recover your Dues: I am well aſſurd 
vou will get more Credit by this Method 
than by yours. Then will the Peoples 
Eyes be opened, and ſee that your Views 
are more towtds Peace and Good-will, 


rhan expenſive and vexatious Suits againſt 


the poor Quakers: and it will tend more 
to your own een and the Comfort 


of your Families. 
1 2 „ Thou allows that every wiſe Cleigy” 
. * man; for his own ſake, and every good 


be 1 in compaſſion to his 4-4 
4 Our 


(90 


ee bout the Quaker, will take the eaſy and 
ec cheap Method preſcribed by the Acts of 
e the ſeventh and eighth of King J/illiam, 

« for the recovery of his Dues. _ 

In this thou ſeems to have forgot thy- 
ca: if every wiſe and good Clergyman 
will take the eaſieſt Method, he muſt 
conſequently be a fooliſh and-bad Clergy- 
man who takes the moſt vexatious Mcthod, 
Ge. de 
Dioſt thou think it reaſonable that ſo ma- 
ny wiſe and good Clergymen ſhould render 
themſelves inconſiſtent and contrary. to 
their Profeſſion, merely to ſatisfy a few 
fooliſh and bad Clegymen; who wou'd 
run the hazard of ſpending 5o/. in a vex- 
atious Suit againſt his Neighbour the uae 
ker, on a Demand of half: a Crown or five 
Shillings, under pretence of ' curing his 
- Blindneſs by force? (God forbid. ** No, 
no, if thou ou d be ſerviceable in open» 
ing the Quaker's Eyes, thou muſt do it in 
more mild and gentle Terms: Let the Spi- 
rit of Love, Meekneſs, and Reconciliation, 
take place; inform their Judgments by 
plain Reaſoning and good xarnple. You 
ſhou'd take ſpecial Care that you give them 
no cauſe to think the Leaven of the Pha- 
riſees, which is Hypocriſy, an and the Lea- 
ven of Herod, which is Envy, ſpoken of 
by our Lord in the New Teſtament; or the 
old Leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, 
1 n of by the Apoſtle Pant in 1 Cor. 
f C 5. 


(10 


by 8. have, mare effect 8 than rh 
eayen of the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
is the Lo & God.” Tf this Leaven work 
If moſt upon Ye Minde, you will not be 
1 ſo apt to. 905 Fob with your New ighbours. 
Fil {Fotce and 10e cec annot e 
_ 7 | As no fan” Saft created h im ſelf, . 

| cannot give itſelf Facultic 5 Exit, ff he 
[hl Reaſon, ich is the Gift of God, and! not 
| che Wilt &f Mar: Whit a Man is Sur 
r died by his wn Will, he loſeth his Faith 
r and Ref on too. | 
10 P. 31. 15 % Thou likewiſe fays(in the ſame Page, * 

lil & What has the Coo ng dane, that he 
ſi ould be AE fu ſub ect to 7 and 
10 4 Hard ips at Fo; from which it is 
Wil «thou 221 Anat 15 relieve the Qua. ] 
10 a ters? And thou ſays, Thon bad much © 
Ml * rather loſe thy Tythe, than thy Tet | 
D 4 2nd. thy, Heqple to. 2% 4 
[| - By this Paragraph thou ſeems to be 00 
1 2 and haſt betrayed great Weaknefs,. 
0 Thou allows it 184 Hardſhip « even upon. your, 
0 own Adherents, to be left "ſubje& to your 
1 Proſecutions, "Bee. e then it be ſo upon, 
WAR them who cortantly come to Church, be- 
1 8 Heve as We, Church believes, and 1/38 
N partake of th the Fruits of 1 your Studies and 

TR Doarine, i is it not. "much 1 more ſo on _ 4 

| Naters, who, receive no benefit, by your © 
Money © And, I vou would rathgr loſe 
. Your. Tythe, han want Power | to ſpend ten 
i times the, val luc of; 2518 ae e e 


ee 


— 121 


? 
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” 


that Power from you; an ik 
tent with the ( Clivice thou 


tu) 


_ 


Pere, 5 muſt" <onfels iP $ high 


OJ 2 


lime to rake 


Jon art con- 
ints at, 1 be- 


lleve no body Will quarter dith y you about i +, 


- 


I 


As to the reſt of thy Reriarks and Argy- 
ments, I ſhall Gay little to tfieimʒ at preſegr 
we know the Quakers are e equally princi- 
"pled againſt ſetting out Tythes as in pay- 
ing them, and your Apprehenſion of loſing 
them i in caſe they 
"altogether groundleſs, or at leaſt may 01 


Ty be provided againſt by inſerting a Glay 


in the Bill, to permit the Parſon or his De- 
puties to entet into the Corn-· fields and ſet 
out their own Tythes by Lot as they fall 


"out, beginning at one Side or 18 of 


D 


"the Field or 'Grou nd, and 4 to carry the ſame 
away withour being charged with Treſpaſs 
for ſo doing: This to me ſeems to be an ef 


Fectual Cite e al, all res- 


ſions. 

Pray do n. ot covet unreaſ vnable things, 

leſt that which-j s more rea onable be taken 

from you. To know very well it is by 
Law TAL reccive. Ln and if 172 bro. 


14 


WL $ 2 1c. 1 


Wt to 12 15 A CSE throw t at 
hs Se 5 tou ouching a et Hat and ſhe 
53 5 thou had better have kept that in 


thy own Pocket: That way of — 
C2 | 


do not ſet them out, is 


P. 21. 17 


Imp. 


P. 28. 2d 


Imp. 


( 12 2 
js too tidicnlous for Men of your FunQion. 
I confeſs the Quakers are ſomewhat ſingu- 


"Jar in their Habits, but not ſo much lo, as 
F280 yourſelves are; and particularly j in ie 


at and Band. The Hat, you know, is 


fall as broad, and the Band is much ſhorter 
than their Cravats. 

Let yourArguments be ſound and ortho- 
dox, and your Reaſoning free from Gall 
and Bitterneſs. 
Do you not plainly ſee by the annexed E- 
piſtle, that the Quakers recommend Juſtice 
to their Brethren in general and in particu- 
lar; that they keep clear from defrauding 
the King in any Branch of his Revenues? 
And when you can convince them, or in- 
form their 1. 175 from any Proofs con- 
tained in the Old or New Teſtament, that 
their Conſciences are bound under a Goſ- 

pel Diſpenſation to pay Tythe, I am apt to 
Peter they will then take the ſame cate to 
recommend it to their Friends, as they now 
do, in relation to the Kings Revenue. 
I do not underſtand, chat the Quakers 


reſiſt you or your Deputies in taking your 


Tythes, by Warrants of Diſtreſs ; neither 
do I find that any of you loſe your Tythes, 
for want of raking them; You may indeed 


loſe them, by asking for them only: If 


this be the Caſe (as your own. Arguments 
allow) the difference remains only between 
| raking and asking ; and hoy caſily may 
you yourſelves mend 1 my 
ii 52. # > Thie 
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The Quakers (if I be rightly inform'd) 


4⁰ hold the Doctrine of Non-reſiſtance and 


Paſſive Obedience; and we may judge 


from the annexed Epiſtle, that they readily 
comply i in an actual Obedience to the King, 


in pay ing him his Dues, G. 3 
But to the Laws which give Tythes (eons | 


*trary ro their Conſciences) they yield a 
Paſſive Obedience only; and what can 
you, in reaſon, expect more from them? I 
wiſh you could learn to be content, and 


conſult your on Intereſt on reaſonable 


terms, and do as you would be done unto. 
lt would be more becoming Men of 


your Function, to behave yourſelves more 
courteouſſy tOWArgs, the un than ma- 
ny vou do, o {inp 

'You: may learn ſarnethiog; ho thei 
Method. of Church- Diſcipline, (if you are 


not too wiſe for Inſtruction.) You ſee with 
what Zeal and good Order they have com- 
poſed and placed the annexed E pale undet 
twelve general Heads. 

1. A Salutation to their Brethren... 


2. State of the Meeting. (EAT 
3. Proſperity of Truth, Ego 
#- Accounts of Suferings, - BY - „ | 


| 5. Advice concerning The 0 1 
aro, Concerning, the Education of Chil 
Aren, 


7. ans Chriſtian Prodiice. 36) c: 
E . the en of the 


Church. 


5 e 9. 1 hotes. 


_ 


. _ — — — — — — — 
A 1 N 2 — = - = — = 2 — 
5 — 2 — — — gt — = 2 — 
— — — — — — 2 3 -- 2 — — — 
ä — ———⅛ — — — — — - E — — — 
— — — —— — — — 
————ů— — - _ 


Imp. 


Anſwer. 


' ſufficient to ſow the Ground for the next 
Year's Growth: But this hie does nor do; 
alid therefore he takes not amy the Tenth 


(24) 
. Advice relating tothe E ig Revenue. 
10. Exhortation to. Juſt 


el! on 4 
11. To be diligent in Meetings. 
12. nne the Coneluſton. ont 


0 85 f IE th 1032 


P. 3. 3 8 28 B The Quateri Acdbehl 
# ſhe w, not how much they have ſaffer'd 


„ but of how much they would have 4 
te frauded the Parſon and the Pati. 
. and that the Perſon, who! is forced” to 
1e go to Law for his own, is the Süfftifet, 
« and not the Perſon Who is forced t 
pay but whiat/he oüght to pay.” - 
Let me modeſtly ask, how came the 
ene Goods te be the Idler's Gf“ 
Hath ha paid! Rent for the Land on which 
his Corn groweth? Does he pax for 


Sced and Til}age'? No, ne; that docs not 


anſwer his End he Would take all, and 


give nothing. He takes Tythe ok the 


Seed with Which the Farmer ſows his 
Ground; althe', by LA and common 


Senſe, he ſhould take but a Tenth of tht 


Increaſtg3 : andi not a Tenth of the Seed 
with which the Ground is owed ; he 
ſhould leave (untythed every Year) Corn 


of the Farmer's All every Year, but all His 
Stock everpifenth Vear. T His differs far 
from the mi Law, which allowed the 


Prieſts but a tenth Part of the Tythe, with. 


„ nb e the 


5 
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5 fixſt rips gg to e H quantity the 
Owner pleaſed, and. ſome;gther. ſmall. Ber- 
—— a er did tus Prieſts re-. 


5 any Tythes 0 en- — 8 1 Mig l 
| Hes, received them, (in) regard the 

ere to have ng. other Inheritance among 

Chile of, 1/rael). and gave to the 

of Allowance. 3 and the reſt was 

Ir. the br pt did ie common 

Service of the Tabernacle, fon the. Stran- 

gears for the Fatherleſs and the Widows. 

T But, as to, the reſt of the Leutical 

; Cultomy, with a, more particular Agcqunt 


of Tythes, than is convenient to be men- 
tioned. here, 4 refer to the great Caſe of 
I uxthes, wrote by. Anthony, Pearſon. 
Printed and ſoſd at the ue in Georges. 
L. Jard, Lombard. ſtraet, Lo onaann,n, 0! 
Thon ſas, “ Inis to be hopec, that the?. 4 of 
s - 4 Legiſlature, will not depriye the Clergy! . . 
| 72 any Remedy, Which the; Laws of the i. 
P have given them, m, upon a bare 
Surmiſe of the Quakers,. Without any 
« Ea Specification of Facts; as might 
give an Opportunity 40 enquire into the 
<«" Truth of them, and into; the, Circum- 
« ftances of thoſe. Suits, and Impriſonments, han 
which are . the Suhiec matter of r act 
« Complainky of oe „„ 
„This is not 4 Na Surmiſe; there ate Ankver, 


Matters of Fa be both by. Suits and 


Impriſanments, be, mentioned. 
25 But 
UI" NY 
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with a fewy: which arc as followcth : 


rell. 2. Titles Tutkerr, in Devonſhire, aged a. 
= bout 70 Years, who hath been blind tpwards 
of 20 Years, was proſecuted in the Exche- 
quer, by Par ſon Dodge, for a Demand of 
4. 10 5. on account of Tythes ; and he 
not anſwering, was committed to Exeter 
Goal in May 1730, and continued a Pri- 
ſoner till January 1735, being five Years 
and eight Months a clofe Priſoner: © 

And about 9 Months after his Commit- 
Proſec. 3. ment, the ſaid Patſon Dodge filed ano- 
ther Bill againſt him in the Exchequer for 
the ſame Demand; to which his two Sons 
and Daughter were made Parties — and 


all. Here we plainly ſee the Leaven 
of Herod is at in fo put an old 
blind Man in Priſon; and ſoon after to 
proſecute his; Children, who were (in his 
Abſence) the Support of his Family at 
home, and his own Support in Priſon. 
Whether this be not the Fruits of a perſe- 
cuting Spirit, judge ee. 
2d Inſt. * The Second Inſtant. 
Proſec. 2. 3 Player, of Gd, and 
m. Perris, of Knowle, in the County of 
Somerſet, proſecuted in the Exchequer, by 


John Lovell, Clerk, in the Year 1730, 


27 


Tythes 


James 


But I will (at preſent) content 08 


this Suit doth yet continue againſt them 


tor the following Demands on account 9 


N 


James Player, 


of ET 
For ho Toa 1728. E afterOfferings and ſmall 4 
Tythes | ** 6 

For the Vear 1 729. On the like Demands ä 
* wn 1778 On r of GreatTythes 7 14 0 
f 5 8 In all — . 
FE William Perris, 1 ie 
hy For — 28. Eaſter Offerings and {mall 
3 | 7 Tythes R 4 * 
= For 1729. On the like Demands 2 19 © 
4 For 1729. On Demand of Great Tythes 3 16 9 
7 For - 750. On the like Demands ', 4 4 © 
# 8 12 all 1 
Wo — 


The ſaid Parſon, or Clerk, 


| * ken fr 


took from the ſaid Player. 1 
the following Good, A 
- 693 lb. of Wool: 230 Sheep, Fn * Value 
73 Lambs; 3 'Ewes, and 4 of bby ahd 
Oxen ; all which he ſold for | Oey 

120 J. being upwards of 20 J. under the 
real Value. And ſince this, another Bill 

of Coſt, amounting to 55 J. and upwards, 
has been delivered to the ſaid Player; 
0 that he expects another Stripping- bout. 

From this ſingle Inſtance, we may judge 

of the Country Parſon's (ironical) Mcan- 
ing, where he ſays, © Every wile Clergy- p. z. 
“ man, for his own ſake, and every good Ip. 
“ Clergyman, in compaſſion to his Neigh- A * bo 
c bour the Quaker, will take the eaſy and 
cheap Method, preſcribed by the Acts 

« of the 7th and 8th of King William, 
ce for the Recovery of his Docs,” —] 


D hope, 


* 


„ 

hope, without Offence, I may take the 
like Liberty in explaining his Meaning, as 
he hath done in explaining (or rather | put- 
ting Meanings of his own on) the Qua- 
kers Yearly Epiſtles, 
mile, that Self-Intereſt is his Text, the 
only Point he moſt craftily labours to 
maintain. 


Firſt, He makes a learned Piſtinction 
between the wiſe and the good Clergy- 
man; the wiſe, he ſays, for | his own ſake, 
will take the caſy and cheap Method, 
(he means the moſt profitable Method, be 
it cheap or dear) but he does not intend 
the Quaker any Benefit by the cheap Me- 
thod: He takes it all to himſelf, conclu- 


ding, that, by proſecuting the Quaker for. 


two or three Years in the Exchequer, on 
Demands of 12 J. 5 5. 10 d. he may obtain 
Judgment, and, under that pretence, take 


from the Quaker to the Value of 140 l. at 
one Pull; when, perhaps, he hath not 


been 5 J. out of Pocket in obtaining Judg - 
ment, The Coſt of a Suit cannot be much, 
where no Defence is made; and it is well 


known the Quakers do not ſtrive or op- 
poſe, but ſuffer patiently the Spoil of 
their Goods, and Impriſonment of their 


N mm ſtate the Caſe thus —— _ 
F Shag Ty: A 


5 The Parſons fr Demands tas 13.710 
Add the . of his Coſt .50 © 


In all 17 5 10 
He 


1 will firſt pre- 
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He takes from the Gudket 140 J. in G88, 
and ſells them, or Patt of them, for 120 /. 
Take from this the ſaid full Demands of 
174. 55. 10 d. and there will remain to 
balance 102 Z. 14 5. 2 d. whereof he hath. 
not returned any thing, but has a further 
Demand of 55 / againſt the Quaker on 
the ſame Account, and only waits his own 
Time and Convenience to ſtrip the Qua- 
ker again. And what will the Conſe- 
* quence be? By the Rule of Proportion, as 
120 J. is to 17 J. 5 f. 10 d. he will, at the 
next Pull, take from the Paſſive Quaker 
370 l. or ſome ſuch Sum. 
The Queſtion now is this, Whether inthe 
Countty Parſon's Senſe, this be the wiſe or 
the good Cletgyman? I make no Scruple to 
anſwer for him, and allow, in his Senſe, 
that this is the wiſe Clergyman, and that 
his Proſecution againſt the Quaker was for 
his own ſake; 1. e. for filthy Lucre-ſake, 
to inrich himſelf by the Pillage and Ruin 
of the Quaker. Is it not therefore high 
Time for the Quakets to cry, yea to cry 
aloud, to the King and Parliament, for 
Pity and- Relief, that they may be caſed at 
Jeaſ of ſo much of that antichriſtian Yoke 
of Tythes, as may put it out of the Power 
of the wiſe” Clergyman to commit the 
like Spoil and Ruin for the time to come? 
It is to be hoped that the Parliament will, 
(not only in compaſſion to the paſſive Sut- 
Farm, but alſo in regard to the King's 
| D 2 Inteteſt 


da 
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Intereſt) provide a ſpecdy Remedy againſt 
this Evil. It is well known, that 


the Quakers (ſince they were a People) 


have ever been as loyal, yea, more loyal, 


Subjects to our preſent lawful and rightful 


King, and to all his Royal Predeceſſors, 


than the Clergy.— Can any one In- | 
Nance of Treaſon ot Diſloyalty be pro- 
duced againſt the Quakers? Does not 


their Loyalty, Love, and Duty to the 
King, ſpeak loudly for them-in all their 
Yearly Meeting Epiſtles? And why did the 
Country Parſon pick Extracts out of five 
of their Epiſtles? — It was, no doubt, to 
ſerve the Clergy's own evil Turn. 
But before I leave this Point, let me mo- 
deſtly ask them, What they can ſay for 


themſelves in this moſt material Point of 8 


Loyalty ? — Can they think of any, who 
had Canonical Orders, and wore the 


Gown, that miſs'd their way in this ſort? 


Pl Qlay my Pen from particular Names, 


(tho? it's more than they would do by the 


Quakers, if they had it in their Power) 1 


ſhall only deſire, they will commemorate 


and look back, to what happened in the 


Beginning of the Reign of our preſcat 
King's Royal Father. 


Secondly, 1 am now to conſider what 


he means by the good Clergyman, who, 


3 Compaſſion to his Neighbour . the 
40 Quaker, v ill take the eaſy and cheap Me- 
5 thod.” In my opinion, he might to the 

word 


( 21 


word Good, have added the words Juſt 
and Honeſt; and I make no doubt, but a 
great many may be found, deſerving this 
Character. If it were not ſo, without 
doubt, the Quakers, by this time, would 
not have the common Neceſſaries of Life 
left them; I will therefore preſume, 
that all thoſe good, juſt, and honeſt Cler- 
gymen, arc aſhamed of the cruel Oppreſ- 
ſions, which have been long impoſed on 
the Quakers by the wiſe Clergymen. An 
Inſtance of this kind juſt now occurs to 

my Memory, which is this — 
Being not long ſince in ee with 
one of thoſe good, juſt, and honeft Cler- 
gymen, we diſcourſ ing on the Subject 
now before me, he ſaid: He would rather 
loſe his Tythes, than proſecute theQuakers 
for them; and that he never did, nor 
never would, proſecute or ſue for them, 
in any other way than by the cheap and 
eaſy Method preſcribed : And alſo, that he 
had a much eaſter and cheap Method in 
getting his Tythes, than that preſcribed, 
by which he. ſaved the Expence and Trou- 
ble of a Warrant from the juſtices to di- 
ſtrain; and his Method is this: He ſends 
a Friend to buy ſuch Goods from the Qua- 
kers, as he might have Occaſion. for, and 
kept in his own Hands, the juſt Value of 
his Demands, and he found no Cauſe of 
Uncaſineſs, or Quarrel, between him and 
the Quakers, but that ey converſe freely 
and 


Proſec. 2. 


11 
and kindly together. Now, if this, or any 
other of this kind of Clergymen, had been 
concerned in the place of John Lovell, 
in the Caſe with James Player before 
mentioned, how eaſily might that Matter 
have been made up in this Method? But 
let me premiſe one thing in favour of the 
wiſe Parſon Lovell; perhaps he had no 
more Intereſt among his Neighbours and 


Pariſhioners, than the Country Parſon, and 


the reſt of the wiſe Clergy men, have in their 


ſeveral and reſpective Counties at the Electi- 


ons for Members of Parliament, and there- 
fore could not get a Friend to do him that 
Service. But what need I premiſe any thing 


of this Nature to the wiſe Clergyman? He 


is not Fool enough to take up with 12 /. 
5 $.10 d. when he knows, that, by pro- 
ſecuting the Quaker in the Exchequer, at 


the matter of 3, 4, or 5 Pounds Charges, 


he can put 120 J. 
ſides, a 


in his Pocket for't : Be- 
ſubſequent Bill of Coſt for 55 J. 


more, for which he can, at any time, take 


(by the former Rule) 370 J. more; which; 
with 120 4. he had before, will be 490 7. 
And if the good, the juſt, and honeſt Cler- 
gyman ſhould reprove or admoniſh him, 
for this kind of Practice, he would laugh him 


to Scorn, faying, with a Tuſh, Ton are 4 


Fool ! 
Grace Pole, Widow, and her Son EA. 


ward Pole, of Wivelſtomb, in the County - 
of Somerſet, are ſued in the Exchequer; 


by 


A wh - ond 


"ago tho =5= -: 


* kb 
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by Edward Burton, Vicar, for ſmall- 


Tythes, and àre now under Proſecution 
for the ſame. © 


Alice Clark, Widow, Thomas Lawndey 


and Amey Robinſon, all of Swaveſia, in 


Cambridg ſhire, are now under Proſecu- 
tion in the Exchequer, by Fohn Marbam, 


Proſec. 3. 


Vicar. His Demand on Alice Clark is 


3 C. 6 d. for Tyrhe, and 10 s.” for a Mor- 
tuary, upon the Death of her Husband. 
Thomas Laundey, being Executor to her 
late Husband, is proſecuted with her on 


the ſame Cauſe. And the Demand againſt 


Amey Robinſon is 10 5. for a Mortuary 
upon the Death of her Husband. By the 
ſaid Warham, Vicar, thoſe Proſecutions 


were commenced in the Year l 73 z J and yo 


now continue. 


William Wilmot, of Taran. in * proſec. 1. 


ſet ſbire, proſecuted in the King's- Bench, 
by Rumney Penroſe, Parſon and Impro- 
pr iator, on a Demand of 6 1 135. 4 7, for 
5 Years Tythes. 


Benjamin Bourne, for 12 Years: ſmall protec z. 


Tythes, Richard Ward, for 12 Years (mall 
Tythes, and William Poocock, for 5 Years 
ſmall Tythes, all of the Pariſh of Monk- 
Fryſton, in the Cod nty of Fort, are now 
under Proſecution in the Exchequer, by 
Robert Robinſon, ot the fame Pariſh, and 
County Tythe - Farmer under the Prebend 
of Wiſton, in the: RE Fes 48 U 

2 Peter 


624) 
1 Excom. 1. Peter Beckett, of Middlewich, in Che- 
1 ſbire, proſecuted in the Eceleſiaſtical Court 
it in the ſame County, on account of Tythe, 
and thereupon. he was, and now ſtands, 
under Sentence of Excommunication;._ -:- 
Proſec. 1 John Woodland, of Merſham, in Kent, 
1 is proſecuted in the Exchequer, by Henry 
il Archer, Rector of the ſaid Pariſh, for 
lil. {mall Tythes, about the Value. of 30 c. or 


under. 
| Theſe are 17 Inſtances of Guetta now 
undder, Proſecution. on account of Tythes; 
of whom one is under Sentence of Excom- 
munication. 0 
| E” 4 I. b ; an 
There have been 115 3 Quakers proſe- 
cuted; 292 impriſoned ; 5 died in Priſon, 
| all on account of bl hae: within 40 Vears. 
Proſecuted. | Impriſ. Diedin Pr. E 
In Chancery, Ts: ge” 2000” 
1 In the Excheq. 225 VCC 
1 In the Eccleſ. 1 r 
1 Courts, n N : 
MD In the Common; „ 16 2 
Law =" . 1 5 
| In all 1153 535 293;;: e 5 


In 44 rn Caſes, in whicts: the 3 
Qty have been proſecuted; where le 
Demands did not exceed 188 J. 3 5. 8 d. 
there was levied and taken from them to 
the Value of N 6 S. 10 d. 


In 


6 


. 

1115 22 other *. where the Dethatids 
did not exceed 66 J. 13. 4 d. there was 
levied and taken from them 14841. 6 f. 11 d. 
Levied and taken in thoſe two Inſtances 
more than demanded 3482 J. 7. g d. 
One was. proſecuted. three times; for 
three ſcyeral Demands not exceeding 19 /. 
for which was levied and taken From him 
187 . 

One was impriſoned. 16 Years, fot a Des 
mand not exceeding 40s. 

One was impriſoned 4 Years, for a De« 
mand not exceeding t 5. 

Two wete imprifoned 5 Vears, for aDes 
mand not exceeding 20 5. 

In 21 particular Caſes; where the Des 
mands 14 not exceed $4 /. 5 $. 44. there 
was levied and taken from them 1333 _ 
arid upwards. Figs 

One Was impriſoned 9 Vears for ſmall 
Tythes: FI 

One was impriſoned 6 Years for « 4 TIA 
” Fifteen were proſecuted ſeverally, fo 1 
a in all not exceeding 3 13 4.9 5. 6 
there was levied and taken from them 
1068 1, 7 5. 4 d. x 


6 = the few Caſes herein . menti- 
oned, it appears, the Demands did not ex- 
ceed 6: 530. W 8 d. for Which there Was 
levied and taken from them 7465 l. 
"& 


# £>+ ; 


” 5 * ; \ 1 * 5 1 4 p * 5 * 
* . * + 1 
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p. 35-36. The Amount of Friends Sufferings in 


Tab. 


Fin. England and Wales for 5 'Years, actor 


241np. Ying to the ! Parſon's Extract, is 


opwatds of 16,385 


And, by the like Rule; and the r 
kexs Records, for 40 Years, their Suffer- 


ing amounts to upwards of 675,000 /. | 
And belides all this, there have been 


| innumerable Sufferings, which, from di- 


vers Circumſtances and Difficulties that 
happened, could not be collected. 1 

The Reaſon is plain, why the Clergy 
cry out againſt the Bill now before the 
Parliament they are apprehenſive, that 
the Door of Liberty, that was left open by 


the former Laws and Statutes, in all like- 


lihood, will now be ſhur up; ſo that they 


cannot oppreſs and rob the Quakers, under 


Colour of Law for time to come.- — 
If the Country Parſon, and the reſt of 
the more Wrong than Right, more Cruel 


than Reverend, more Wile than Good 


Clergy, are not ſatisfied with the few 
Specifications of Facts, herein before ſet 


forth, I can furniſh thom with ſome more 


Particulars, from the Quakers Records in 
England, anda great many from Ireland ; 

provided they will ay me for ſearching, 
Cc. 1expet noting,” nor will I ask for 


any thing from them, Fus what I do them 


Service for; and this is uſing them 
mote kindly than they uſe the Quakers. ” 


The 
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The Country Parſon fays, “ As1 am). 18. N. 


c a Subject of Great Britain, as well „ ke 
© a Miniſter of the Goſpel, Thave a Birth- =p. 


« right in the Law, and in having all 


Queſtions relating to my Property deter- 3 


A ** 


„ mined in the Method of Juſtice, uſed ian 
this Kingdom, and not referred to an 
« arbitrary Deciſion : Nulli negabimus 83 
* Zuſtitiam, is the Language of Magne 
Charta. 

First, lallow he may be a Subject; but 

what Benefit does the Brztiſh Nation re- 

ceive by Subjects, who ſpend their time in 
Pride and Idleneſs, with Fullneſs of Bread, e 


at the Expence of other Mens Labours? 


K K „ 
„ K S: 


The King, And People of England, may 


ſubſiſt without them; our Merchants, 
Tradeſmen, and Farmers are N. Support 
of Government. 

Secondly, As to his being a Miniſter of 


the Goſpel, he ſhould prove it by his 
Fruits; 27 ſhatl know them b) their Fruits, Matt. vis. 
ſaid Chriſt, Do Men gather Grapes. 6. 


Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles? And the 
Lord, by the Prophet Ezekiel, faith, Wo por 
beto tÞz* Shepherds of Iſrael that do feed wu xxxiv. 2, 


themſelves, ſhould uot the Shepherds feed ® * 


— I eat the Fat, and © 
ye cloat h you with the Wool, ye kill them 1 
that are fed, but ye feed not my Flock. --- 


| The Diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, 


neither have qe healed that which was 
fi del neither have ye bound up that which 
E 2 was 


* : { 28 y- 
. oe nl broken, neither have ye brought again 
that which was driven. way, hr 
Have ye ſoug bt that which was loft ; but 
with Force and with Cruelty, Je have 
ruled them, 1 
P. 20. Thou very juſtly allows, cc That many 1 
5 Quakers are Freeholders, and, as they, 
2d Imp. e great Dealers, have Influence over 
| bh 7 many others, and will act as one Man 1 
* in oppoſition to the Parſon. Thou like- 
* wiſe honeſtly confeſſeth, thou haſt but 
one Vote for the County, and no In- 
e rereſt— 
Anſwer. There is no Difficulty in judging upon 
1 leſs two juſt Obſeryations ; and tp uſe 
thy own Words, they ſpeak as plainly for 
bil themſelves as any body can ſpeak, for 
"lf them. And if we ask, Why all this Ear- 
Wo - neſtneſs, this Rout, and Clamour of the 
= Clergy, to prevent, if they could, this 
Ill! | moſt reaſonable Bill from paſſing into 2 
Law, Ge? They tell you, their Churches 
| Livings are in Danger; and ſhould this 
1 Bill paſs, and the Quakers permitted or 
1 allowed to greep from under their Toke, 
1 the Eyes of e People will be opened 


1 n 
F.. % I will allow the Zeal of Friends, who | 
| 3 3 have abode faithful in their Teſtimony 
. e againſt paying Tythes, c. has greatly 
ce 2M 


tended to the opening of the Wes of 
many, not only in this but fin other 


de Counines“ RAR 1 will allo e 


7 29 5 | 

that the Zeil and. Ctaſt of the Clergy 4: 
gainſt the Bill depending altho' by them 
intended to keep the People lind) greatly 
tends to the opening of their Eyes. —1 et 
heartily wiſh, the Eyes of all Mankind may _ 
be clearly opened by the ſweet. Influence 
of Goſpel-Light, then (and. not till then) 
will they ſee whom, and from what Spi- 
rit they ate, who cry Peace to the People 5 
= | * their Sins for filthy Lure: aK e. 
= And as to thy Pretence of being a Mir : 
» niſter of the Goſpel, I have, na other Rea- 

ſion to believe thy bold Aſſertian than thy 


don Say-ſo; and therefore I cannot be- 
luieeve it, until thou give. ſome farther | 
Proof. Thy Pamphlet is plentifully „„ 
terſperſed with Witneſſes on the other ſide 
Y of the Queſtion; the Converſation and 
Practice of the wiſe Clergy, as thou terms 
them, compared with the Holy Scriptures, 

| = leaves but little room even to e 5 

> them Goſpel-Miniſters. 1 


10% ſaith the Lord concerning the cad u. 
5 2 ophe ts that make my People err 7 the * 


* bite with their Teeth, and cry, Peace: 
2 gndhe that putteth not into their Mouths, 
3 they even prepare War againſt him. 
\ B For there are many unruly. and. vain Tu l. 
23 Talkers and Deceivers, eſpecially they ef 10, 11,19; 
#2 rhe Circumciſion: — Whoſe Mouths muſt 
| be fopped, who ſubvert whole . Houſes, 
reaching things which they ought not, for 
| #9: ſucres leere One 2 "pots 


—— 3 2 — —y— — 
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even a Prophet of 15 own, ot The 

Cretans are alway Lyars, evil eaſts,, [ow 
Bellies. : 

Iaiah li. Tea, thiy are greedy Dogs, which can 

never have enough, and they are Shep- © 
herds that cannot underſtand : they. ol! 7 

look to their an Way, every. one for his 

Gain, from” his Quarter. 1 1 

This Witneſs is true: wherefore rebuke 
them 7 5 that they ay e ſound in 
the Faith— 

And as to that part of this Paragraph, 
touching the Country Parſon's Birth-right 
in the Laws, and the Language of Magne 
Charta, 1 refer to another Book, juſt pub- 
Member *Tiſhed, Entituled, An Anſwer to the Coun- 
r ee s Plea againſt the Quakers 

Tythe-Bill. In a Letter to the R. R. 
Author: By a Member of the Houſe if 
Commons. 
Trp. « And as to the ſeveral Rights, which 
. 23, 24. © the Country Parſon pleads for receiving 
2d Imp. « Tythes,” I ſhall, in this place, only pro- 
pole two Queſtions, and refer the reſt to 

bus Member of Parliament's Anſwer. 
Firſt, What Law ſtood in this Kingdom 
below any Statutes were made in aid of 
Tythes? When, and by whom? Were 
they firſt invented and made by the Clergy 1 
of the Church of Rome; or by the faith- 
ful Proteſtant Martyrs and Miniſters of tje 
Golp el who ſuffered (not only) the ſpoil- 
ing and pillage of their Goods, but died in 
Flames 


PG r 


Anſwer. 
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Flames and other Tortures, for their ſteady, 
Adherence to the Principles and Doctrine 
of Chtiſt, dictated to them by his Spirit, 
Grace, and Truth, in theit tender Conſci-, 
ences, againſt that antichriſtian Yoke of 
Popery impoſed on them ? And how date 
the Clergy make a mock of tender Con- 
ſciences ? | (But, I ſuppoſe, and it's ve 
plain too, from the Paſſages herein before 
mentioned, that they know not what a 
tender Conſcience is.) Was it not for Con- 
ſcience-ſake the Martyrs ſuffered and died? 
"Secondly, The Country Parſon lays, 
wel + claims not theſe Rights as peculiar to 


e the Clergy.” If fo, he has given me the 


Point already ſpoken 1 to, i. e. he has noRight 
bur by the Indulgence of Parliament, G. 

And as to the Compariſon he makes, 
from an Allegation of the Quakers being 
great Traders, on which he puts his Que: 


ſtion thus“ Will they be content, that p. 1. % 
e their Neighbours ſhould ſerve themſelves * x 
% 'with Goods out of their Shops and 5 ke 


« Warchouſes, and bid them go to the 


« next Juſtice ro ſet the Price on the 
* Goods ſo taken? © 


I judge this to be one of the moſt tea- 


ul Propoſitions in all his Papers and . 


Plea. I like well to treat and write on a 
reaſonable Foot ; and therefore Tl anſwer 
this modeſt Query on behalf of the Qua- 
kers, and all other reaſonable Men, (mylelf 
Er ). 1 would not be content to 


bo: dave 


© (4s 
1 FEA iy. 8660 N 236 30 L 3 h 100 777 n 
have my, Goods taken in, that manner; 
But give me leave to fay, the Compari- 
ſbi diffets as far as the Eaſt is from the 
Welt ; for, in that caſe, my Gqods and 
rightful Property, is taken from me; at 
another Man's Price, by which I might be 
injured. . But to the firſt Queſtion : What 
Goods, or valuable Stuff, do the Quakers 
take from the Clergy?—Ate they Spiti⸗ 
tual, or are they Temporal? Are they oh 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, or of Antichfiſt? 
Are they of the Law, or of the Goſpel ?= 
If they are of Chr iſt, they muſt and will 
be given freely; but if they be 8 Anti- 


chriſt, he may keep them to himſelf, for 
1 will neither buy nor take ſuch Stuffs 
and what Wrong or Injury can I do him, 
When I'll neither buy nor take his Goods? 
I claim the Freedom of a Btitiſb Sub- 
ject, and will therefore chuſe my Goods 
and Shop too ; and this is not only a Bri. 
_ tiſb Freedom, but it greatly tendeth to the 
Promotion af  Goſpel-Liberty, a Term 
wherewith he is offended. gr ny 
But if I come to his Shop, and take away 
his Goods, contrary to his Will and Pleas 
ſure, then 1 do him wrong: But this is 
not his Caſe, he ſeldom gives his Paters 
Noſter, but when he gets the Penny for 
it; and if he will be content with this moſ 
reaſonable Propoſition, he may Keep his 
Goods, and III keep. my Money. The 
Compariſon differs in another Point, 5. 3 
1 | "a 


"3 


8 


he keeps his Goods, and takes my Money, 
or Value for it; and if I tell him he does 

me wrong, his Anſwer is, The Church 
Door is open. If this be a Reaſon fit for 
* him to give — in the like Caſe (as the 
Lawyers lay) the like Rule, will he be 
content, if I ſhould ſend him a Bill of 

Parcels of Goods undelivered, and force 

him to pay me for them? Would he 

think it juſt, or be content, with my tel- 

ling him, My Shop Door is open? Would 

he not call me Rogue, Villain, and what 

not beſides? — If then, ſuch Treatment 

will not go down with him, how ſhould 

he expect that I can diſpence with it? And 

what) is to be done next, in order to our 

better Agreement? I will propoſe a ſhort 

Remedy on my part, and that is this; {f 

we cannot love as Chriſtians, let us live 
_ as Brethren... And where he ſays, — | 
"Fe Noiſe of the Diſſolution of fore. 22. 1ft 
naſteries, in the Parliament holden in {2 
the 27th Year of Henry 8. (Laymen ogg 
taking ſmall Occaſions to withdraw their 
Tythes) was the Occaſion of making 
e the Statute 27 H. 8. Ch. 20. And it 
appears, by an Injunction of the Kings 
in 1538, about two Years after, that 
the People took upon them to with- 
draw their Tythes, when they difap- 
© proved their Miniſters Conduct, Fox's 
« AF. © Mon. 326. 


3 In 


te 
cc 


2d 
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In anſwer to that Part, which is impo- 
ſed on the World, under the Credit and 
Authority of Fox's Acts and Mon. tis 
true, the Unwary may, from the Credit of 
the Author) give Credit to it as Matters 
of Fact. But as I ſhall add to this (in a 


Chapter by itſelf, Ill ſay the leſs in this 


place) a genuine Narrative of the Caſe 
contained in the 326th Page of Fox's Ats 
and Mon. beginning in the 325th Page 
with the Paſſage (in order of time be- 
tween the Years 1207 and 1212, and not 
in 1538, as he pretends. A Quarrel and 
Debate aroſe between King Fohn, (not 
King Henry 8.) and Pope Innocent, con- 
ccrning the Pope's Power, who claimed a 
Supremacy, not only over the People and 


Church-Lands, but over the King's Con- 


ſcience too. The King, juſtly apprehen- 
ding himſelf, and his People, grofly abuſed 
by the Clergy, took from the four Con- 
federate Biſhops their Poſſeſſions into his 
own Hands, and appointed Men to keep 
the Livings of the Clergy from them, un- 


til they might return to their Allegiance 


and Duty towards his Royal Perſon, from 
which they had revolted, and joined with 
the Pope againſt him. — lt was the 
King, and not the People, that withdrew 
the Tythes; and whoſoever he be, that 
pervetts the true Senſe and Meaning of this 
Cale, claiming from thence a Right of 
Tything, by Example from the Pope, his 

| Legates 


<4 . 


„ 

Legates and Diſloyal Biſhops, cannot be 
truly deemed a legitimate Son of the Pro- 
teſtant Church; neither would he ſuffer 
Marty rdom for her Principles, as the Pri- 
mitives did. S 
He, without doubt, is a Papiſt in his 
heart, who pleads the Pope's Example, 
and followeth his Practice — a Wolf in 
Sheep's Cloathing. And in Anſwer to 


that part of his Plea, which faith, “ The P. 22. ft 
e People took upon them to withdraw 7?- 


00 Pu Tyrhes, when they diſapproved Ia. 
ce their Miniſter's Conduct.“ — Not- 
withſtanding he has perverted the Caſe, 


yet I will * on this Point; allowing 5 


(for the Argument ſake only) the Premiſes 

as true. Can he, in his Conſcience, judge 
it reaſonable, that he ſhould, by any Law, 
Cuſtom, or Uſage wllatſoever, be obliged 


to keep a Servant in his Family (at Board | 


and Wages) who does not do his Duty, 
but daily vexeth him, and tyranizeth over 
his Fellow-ſervants, and his Maſter's Chil- 
dren too? Or, if he took up an Orphan 
at the Church, or any other, Door, and 
raiſed him in his Family, {for God's ſake) 
would he allow him to brow-beat and 
rule his own Children? Would he nor 
think it the hardeſt Caſe in Nature, to be 
forced to diſpence and bear with ſuch 
Treatment? Would he not deſire to be 
caſed of ſuch a Yoke and Burthen ? | 
Il preſume the Propoſitions allowed; and 


F 2 are 


— 
—— — — 
— —— 


1, 23. 


1% Imp. 


. 


2d Imp. 


Church is Criſt the Rock; 


636) 

are not the Clergy, by their miniſterial 
Office, to be Servants to the Church? 
And when they prove Naughty, Idle, Pro- 
fanc, Drunken, and Laſcivious, muſt not 
the Church degrade them, nor the People 
ſtop their Pay? As you cannot deny 
the major, you muſt allow the minor. 

The Foundation of the true Catholick 
againſt which 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail: It is 
neither Peter, nor his Pence, can pave 
my Way to Heaven. 

« And touching the Authorities of the 
« 27th and 32d of Henry 8.” They are 
Popiſh Laws for Tythes ; and by ſuch Laws 
and Statutes, Tythes were firſt impoſed 
upon Chriſtians.— That Henry 8. was a 
Papiſt, and perſecuted the Proteſtant Church, 


Fovs Act J preſume, he will not deny. In the Voir 
& Mon. p. of our Lord 1541, and 32d of the Reign 


29. Vol. 


. 


of Henry 8. Doctor Robert Barns, Thomas 
Garret, and Wm. Hierome, were all three 
burnt together in Smithfield, becauſe they 
could not, for Conſcience-ſake, comply 


with that antichriſtian Yoke of Popery— 


Acts & 


439, 440 
Val. II. 


on. p. 


Note, At the ſame time, 3 Papiſts were 


burnt with them, viz. Powel, Fether- 


ſtone, and Abet, becauſe they, being of 


the King «Council, diſobliged him in ſome . 
ſort, Henee, it is evident, how deſirous a 
perſecuting Spirit is of Action, and how it 
thirſteth after Blood. — Ab in the 
Year of our Lord 1539, and 29th of the 


ſaid 


11 


ſaid King's Reign, he gave forth divets I: 
junctions and Articles againſt Proteſtants 


tranſporting, or importing, of Engliſh 


Rooks, &c. 


One other againſt Printing the Holy 


Scriptures. —— 
[1 One for: Eſtabliſhing Holy Bread and 
Holy Water, with other Rites of the 
Cheffch of Rome. 


And in the Year of our Lord 1 540, and Ad. & 


ziſt of Henry the 8th's Reign, he ſum. Von Ik. 


moned a ſolemn Parliament, to be holden 


at Weſtminſter the 28th Day of April, of 
all the States and Burgeſſes of the Realm; 
alſo, a Synod, or Convocation, of all the 


F Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and other learned 
; Clergy of this Realm, to be in like man- 
ner aſſembled : In which Parliament, cer. _ 


tain Articles were agreed to and publiſhed; 
in favour of the Popiſh Religion, but very 
grievous to the Proteſtants z commanding 
them, by the Authority of King and Par- 
liament, on pain of Death, by Tortures 


and Burning, they ſhould not, « by Word, Act. 


8 


« Writing, Imprinting, Cyphering, or any 
© otherwiſe, publiſh, preach, teach, ſay, II 
* affirm, declare, diſpute, argue, or hold 
6 any Opinion, that in the Sacrament of 
© of the Altar, under form of Bread and 
“ Wine (after the Conſecration thereof) 


A 


Mon - 


442. Val. 


ee there is not preſent really the Natural 


Body and Blood of our Saviour Jeſus 


4 Chrid, Ee.“ & 
Thoſe 


(38) 

Thoſe are but part of the Penalties ans 
nen to the Bloody Act, called, The Act 
of the 6 Articles. — I hope my Country 

Parſon, and his Adherents, will now bluſh 
and be aſhamed of this their bloody Addo 
_ Cate, and Tythe- Voucher. 
J preſume, you will now allow, FAY in 
truth, you mult, it any ſmall Spark of 4 
Proteſtant remain in you) that you have 
| degraded your miniſterial Order, by flying 

ro "Rome tor Help, to ſupport your anti- 
Chriſtian Yoke of Tythes. 

P. 24. ½ And as to the Statute he mentions of Ed. 
PL. 2/6. I have ſearched Fox's Als and Mon. 
Imp. but cannot find any Mention of it. All 
I can find is but one Statute made in his 


657. U Vol. of his Reign. And it appears by that Sta- 
II. tute, that fox other Statutes were by it re- 


pealed, which had been made in the time 
of 2 VIS, 
One Statute made the ir Year of 
Richard 2. | "x | 
2. One other Statute. ttiatde the ſecond 
Year of Henry 5. 
3. One other Statute ade the twenty- 
fifth Year of Henry 8. Concerning Puniſh= 


Lollards, and vr IF (Og on therein 1 
contained. 


if Bloody 4. One other AQ wide i in thei ;t Year 
Act. of Henry 8. for the Aboliſhment of Di- 
verſi 27 of Opinions in certain Articles con- 
cerning 


Acts & pious Reign, and that was in the firſt Vea: 


ment and Reformation of Hereticks and | 


ing 


(639 


cerning Chriſtian Religion, commonly call 
The Six Articles, or Bloody Acc. 


5. One other Statute made the 3 3d and 


34th Year of Henry 8. Touching Men ion- 


ing, or in any ways concerning Books of 


the Old and New Teſtaments in Engliſh, | 
and the Printing, Uttering, Selling, Giving 


or Delivering of Books or Writings, and 


. Retaining of EngliſhBooks or Writings, and 


Reading, Preaching, Teaching, or Ex- 
pounding the Scriptures, or in any Wiſe 
Touching, Mentioning, or Concerning any 
of the ſaid Matters. N 


& 


6. One other Act made the thirty-Hifth ad Bloody 


Year of Henry. 8. Concerning the Statute A. 
of the Six Articles, and all and every o- 


| ther Act or Acts of Parliament concer- 
* ning Doctrine, or Matters of Religion; 


and all and every Branch, Article, Sen- 
tence, Matter, Pains, or Forfitures, Con- 
Famed, Mentioned, or in any ways De- 
clared, in any of the ſame Acts and Sta- 


 Futes, ſhould, from thenceforth, be utterly 


repealed, made void, and of none Effect. 
It is very remarkable, and fit to be noted 
in this place, that the great Stock of 


| Vouchers, quoted in his Plea, appears to P. 22, 23. 
be but two; 2. e. H. S. and Edu. 6. He !/ Imp. 
quotes H. 8. eight times in two Pages; . ö 


and the Statute he quotes of the 3 iſt of 
H. 8. was the Bloody Act, and was repeal'd 
by that memorable Youth Edward the 
6th, who was a virtuous Prince, given to 
v119 Reli- 


(40) 
Religion and Piety, and began his Reign 


at the Age of 9 Years, in Ann. 1547 .— 
He was fitly compared to King Joſiah, 


who began his Reign at the Age of 8 Yer, 


and reigned i in Zerafalem 31 Years. 


. Edward the 6th reigned but 6 Years, 
8 Months, and 8 Days, and died in Ann. 


1553. 


Of the 6 Statutes repealed by the Statute 
of the firſt Vear of good King Edward the 


stb, 5 were made in Henry the 8th (his 


favourite Vouchers) Reign; who, for 


Tyranny and Blood, no Pridies; that ever 


ſar upon the Britiſh Throne, exceeded 
nor was there ever ſuch bloody Sta- 
tutes made in the Reigns of any other 
Britiſh Princes. 

By this time, I hope, this Coty Par- 
ſon, and the wiſe Clergymen, will allow, 
that the Force of Henry the 8th Evidence 
can be of no uſe, in a ode Reign 
and Church. 

The Queſtion now remains, Whether 


the Country Parſon and his Colegues are 


Papiſts or Proteſtants? Or, whether, in a 


Proteſtant Reign (not inferiour to that of 
Eduard the 6th) they only pretend to 
be of the Proteſtant Church, to ſerve their 


own Turn? If it be not ſo, pray why could 
they not find out ſome other Authorities 
than Henry the 8th ? — But the Queſtion 
ſeems to be anſwered in itſelf; for where 
would they not go, or to whom would 

IF 


(4) 
they not call fot Help to ſupport their 
forthe: Idol, Hyibes? Have they ever 

an Inelination to eonvinice the Qua- 
kers of What they (ally) call their Er“ 
rors?! Have they taken afiy, and what 


Pains, to inform their Jas mente Kd 


their Souls any Good? No, no; they 


care not where the Flock go, if r r 

| 1 piece: n e 0 
Ihe Country Parſst ſays, 1 "with Gar TH 
« Quakers Conſciences could be examin'd , 7” 55. 

4 jn this point: Is he à Land Owner! Let 24 1. 


„ fim he asked upon his Conſcience, whe. 
< ther he paid any Conſideration to the 
4 Vender of the Land, beyond the uſual 
„Price, and upon Suppoſttion; that 6 
„ Tythes would be due fem his Land? Is 
4. he a Farmer? Let im be asked, whe- 
ze ther he pays more ent than Church- 
40 men kel to g give for the Farm, in con- 
« ſidetation of Nis | paying no Tythe 2 If 
te he cannot fay, „that kr le lic eith er bought ot 

« hired” che Tie,” (and he can ſay nei- 


ther) what Title has he to it? he poſ⸗ 


elles himſelf it, and cannot © poſs 

| | any ght to it; and thbere- 
h jere mußt needs be another Ow- 
1 Who: has à juſt Right to it 


# 


. 441 Bir the aaker, it fe ms, cannor, in 


0 Cantet, pet ith ir . 6. he Caf. 


* not, W 0 permit his Neigh- 
I bour to have and enjoy bie own Pro- 


1 * | 
. As 


( 40) 
Religion and Piety, and began his Reign 


at the Age of 9 Years, in Ann. 1547.— 
He was fitly compared to King Jaſiab, 


who began his Reign at the Age of 8 Years, 
and reigned in Ferafalem 31 Years. 


Edward the 6th reigned but 6 Years, 
$ Months, and 8 Days, and died in Ann. 
1553. 

Of the 6 Statutes, repealed by the Statute 
of the firſt Year of good King Edward the 
6th, 5 were made in Henry the 8th (his 


favourite Voucher's) Reign; who, for 


Tyranny and Blood, no Prince, that ever 


fat upon the Britiſp Throne, exceeded 


nor was there ever ſuch bloody Sta- 
tutes made in the Reigns of any other 
Britiſb Princes. 

By this time, I hope, the Country Par- 
ſon, and the wiſe Clergymen, will allow, 
that the Force of Henry the 8th Evidence 
can be of no uſe, in a Proteſtant Reign 
and Church, 

The Queſtion now remains, Whether 


the Country Parſon and his Colegues are 
Papiſts or Proteſtants? Or, whether, in a 
Proteſtant Reign (not inferiour to that of 
Edward the 6th) they only pretend to | 
be of the Proteſtant Church, to ſerve their 


own Turn? If it be not ſo, pray why could 
they not find out ſome other Authorities 
than Henry the 8th? — But the Queſtion 
ſeems to be anſwered in itſelf; for where 


would they not go, or to whom would 


they 


(+ x) 
"hey; not call for Help} to ſupport their 


jv Idol, Tyibes? Have they evet 
Weck an Iniclination r to convitice the — 2 


1 


Pains, to inform their enen de 


their Souls any Good? No, no they 


care not where the Flock 80, if bo pe 
get the o 

The Country Parſon Noe 4 J with the. 2 
ce Quakers Conſciences could be examin'd jy ny 
«in this point: Is he a Land Owner? Let 24 Ib. 


% him be asked upon his Conſcience, whe- 
< ther he paid any Conſideration to the 


*© Vender of the Land, beyond the uſual 


* Price, and upon Suppoſition, that ne 
& Tythes would be due from his Lan ? Is 
* he a Farmer ? Ler him be asked. whe- 
0 ther he pays more Rent than Church- 
4 men mAh to give for the Farm, in con- 
« ſidetation of Nis paying no Tythe? If 
e he cannot ſay, chat he either bought ot 
« hired the T. yche, (and he can fay nei- 
«. ther) Wat Tie 'nas he to it? he poſ⸗ 
“ ſeſſes himſelf of it, and cannot poſ- 


ev” 


= flbly "thew any ight to it; and there- 


„ fore, there muſt needs be another Ow- 
1 Who has a "juſt Right to it 


| 0 Bur the uaker, it ſeems, cannot, in 


e Coönſcience, part with it ; 7. e. he can- 
e not, in Cbelclenee, petmit his Neigh- 
0 Bohr to have and oy his own. Pro- 
"ee * perty.“ | 

0 As 
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(42) 

As I have ſeen the Anſwer, by a Mem- 
wary to the Parſon's Plea, wherein he 
handles that Point particularly; I ſhall 
therefore, in this place, only propoſe a 

few Interrogations,. and refer chert to the 

Member's ſaid Anſwer. _ 

Anſ.p. 65. . Firſt, Is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
a Conſcience ſo tender as to ſuffer, rather 
than pay Tythes againſt its own Convi- 
Cions, ſhould not purchaſe Lands, or rent 

a Farm Tyth- free; or that he ſhould hold 
| himſelf, in Conſcience-bound, to pur- 
chaſe nothing Tythe-free ? Or ſhould he 
not hold it as a favourable Providence to 
have his Land untytheable, tho he gave 
the greater Price for it?? 

Again, He ſurmiſes, that, becauſe he 
bought it Tythe- free, there muſt needs be 
another Owner. I ſay, No. — But be- 
cauſe he bought it free, it is his own, and 
has no other Owner ; his Argument is 
fallacious and Nonſenſe in itſelf--- What 
to affirm it has another Owner, becauſe he 
bought it free, is all a Piece of Prieſt. 
craft. N 

And as to the ſcornful Manner in a which 
he treats a tender Conſcience, (S irit) Hat 
and Cravat, is all a Piece of ; 23 "nag 


and, therefore I will leave him with his 
Brother Iſbmael, judge it more agreeable to 
their Spirits to go back into the Wilder- 
neſs of popiſh Perſecution, to ſce what is 
become 


(43) 
become of thei Children, the forty and + Kingsii 
two, Who mocked-Elifhg. . =: 

© Remember ye the Words. which e ude 18, 
ken before of the Apoſtles of our Lord 9 20. 
eſus Chriſt —— 
How that they told you there ſhould be 
Mockers. in the laſt Time, who ſhould: walk 
after their own ungodly Luſts. -. 
Theſe be they, who ſeparate themſelves, 
(ſenſual) having not the Spirit 
Whether the Country. Parſon, by his 
Fraies: and Practice, be not now by hi 
landed in the Wilderneſs of Popery, judge 
ye. 
And there we leave him, until we read 
the 4th Chapter of this Book ; where his 
| Ordination is traced to the Gates of Romk 
Zut what will his Condition then be It 
will be thus. By the Fruits of his 
Life and Practice, he is in the Wilderneſs. 
— And as to his Ordination, he muſt 
either enter the Gates of Rome, to bring 
it from thence, or quit the Gown, and 
80 to Plow. 8 BY 
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Act. Mou. 


Vol. 1. 
p. 325» 
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ee 


King 8 ee wa u pol FE 
Pope Innocent on account 58 The. 
*The Pope's. Common Curſe, . Great 

_ Curſe, prouonmeed again) 577 or. 74%. 

| 0 holding Ty thes from the. Clergy 5 2 

King poiſenes | ya Monk en the ſame 


FY OO — 


445 PR 


) O P E Fe wrote a a_ havghty and 
38 ..threatning Letter to King, Jahn, be- 
cauſe he would not condeſcend to the 
Election of Stephen: Langton, Cardinal of 
F. Cbryſogono, choſen by the Monks af 
Canterbury — Whereupon thebope cauſed 
a general Interdiction to be pronounced 
throughout all: England againſt; the King, 
and the Church-Doors were ſhut. up, C4. 
Four Biſhops were appointed to put the 
uſurped Power of the Pope's Bull in Exe- 
cution; namely, William, Biſhop of Lon- 
don; Euſtace, Biſhop of Ely; Walter, 
Biſhop of M iucheſter; and Giles, Biſhop 
of Hereford. 

When the King heard of this, he was 
0 againſt them, and took all the Poſ- 
ſeſſions of the four Biſhops into his hands, 


and 


Ke 


(6—⁴8 * 
and appointed 1 to keep the L ixings of 
the Clergy throughout che Realm The 382 
= gs then curſed all them that kept, OT Tythes, 
meddle with Ghuich GO, againſt = 
the Will of them that ow nd them, GM. 
he King, feating farther Frbublts, con- AR. Mon. 
ſentegd%to.reftare. the Churth»Paivileges; J l.. 
and promiſed, that he would never take PR” 
any thing of the Church-Goodsagaiakk the 
Wl of them that: ,ownthem,! Sc.. Ng 
But tlie Pope yould: not adopt: of ture 
Eronite witheut making Reſtitution of the 
Ol Church- Goods — which the / King refuſed 
to do and fon that reaſon tWOo Legat es, 
vis, Panaulph and Durant, were ſent bß 
the Pope, and, in his Nane, curſed the | 
King, as followeth aon 
Cc And now We we Will tell you as 1s 1 | 
the Pope's Will; and thus It ſtandeth Ga 
ce, * He hath. wholly; ,imterdiQed.ank::curſed OE 
, yqu for the Wrongs you have done unto 
9 5 Holy Church, and unto the Glergy; 
by and fes ſo much as ye will dwell ſtill in 
„eur Malice, and will come to no Ak 
44 ;'mendment, - You ſhall underſtand, hat.. 
« from this time forward, the Sentences 
pon yon given, have Force and Sttength; 
< and all thoſe, that With yon hath com 
% mance before this time, Whether they 
et be Earls, Barons, or Knights, (or any - 
ther whatſocver they; be) we aſſoil ther 
« ſafely from their. Sins unto this Dag. 
4 And _ this Time forwards, (of 
What 


| « 46 ; ak 
hat condition ſoever they be)we accurſe 
1 « them openly; and 'eſpecially, by this our 
SWeͤentence, that do commune with you. 
:« And we aſſoil moreover Barls, Barons, 
Knights, and all other manner of Men, 
aof their Homages, Services, and ene 
„ that they ſhould do unto you, &#c. 
Pandulph alſo ſaid to the King, Sir, al 
e the Kings, Princes, and the great Dukes 
<« chriſtened,' have laboured to the Pope 
to have Licence to croſs themſelves, and 
to war againſt thee,” as upon God's Ene- 
«my; and win thy Land, and to make 
< King whom it pleaſeth the Pope. And 
cc We here now aſſoil all thoſe of — 4 * 
« Sins that will elan thee _— 1 
e thine own Land. e 28 een 
„ Another Curſe. Oar 
Pope's Pope Innocent yet once again com- 
Great ( manded, on pain of his Great Curſe, 
Curie. e that no Man ſhould obey King John, 
ee neither keep Company with — He 
70 N fotbad all Perſons to eat and drink with 
c him, to talk with him, to commune, 
Ann. 121 1 Or counſel with him, yea, his fartiliar 
4 Honſhold to do him any Service, either 
at Bed, or at Board, in Church, Hall, 
«op Stable c... 
1216, King John reigned 18 Years 6 Months | 
Act. Mon Ant odd Days, and died by Poiſon, given 
Vol. I. him in a Cup of Wine, prepared by a 
N Monk; er deing en, for 170 ur- 
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poſe, drank to the King of the ſame Wine 
and died of it ſome days before the King. 
Having briefly ; recited the Paſſage and Plea,p.29: | 
| truc Cauſe, on which the King took from 
the Biſhops and Clergy their Poſſeſſions and 
Livings, the Reader may eaſily judge, how 
baſely the Country Parſon has perverted 
the true Senſe of it, and how falſly he hath 
quoted Acts & Mon. in page 326. I have 
ſearched the 3 Volumes of Fox's Acts and 
Monuments, but cannot find any ſuch 
Caſe in them, as he mentions. The Caſe 
before mentioned in Vol. I. p. 326. dif- 


fers ſo wide from his purpols, that it is 
diametrically againſt it. ITN; 


But what need Wonder at this, when 
I conſider by what Spirit the Pope, his Le- 
gates, Biſhops, and Prieſts were dictated; 
which, as the Caſe truly ſtands, the ſame 
Spirit of perſecution and Popery doth moſt 
flagrantly appear in the Fruits of bis Pen. If 
it be not ſo, pray why doth he quote their 
Practice for his Authority, and follow 
their Example? 
The wiſe Clergy, (according to his own 
Term) want nothing but power, to do 
| every Act of Violence againſt the Pcople, 
hs. for filthy Lucre-ſake, even as they did. 


1 


r 


7en | And if a Stop be not put to that anti- 
y a i cn Yoke of Tythes, and the further 
ur- Growth of Clergy-power—who can ſay 
ole, he is ſafe, or in any meaſure redeemed 


from 


e) 
m Oppreſſion and Perſecutlon? Ui 
the King nupeh the Throne! fy, He! is 
0 fecure ? What Confpitzetes Treaf6ns 
or Rebelllons have been committed 105 
a thouſatid 'Yehrs paſt,” Wherein the Clerg 
have non fome ſort) been concerned? 
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1ſt. Aaronical, Legal and Tempor al, ac- 


Cc H A P. III. 


The 8 of Prieſthood, conſidered under 
four general Heads. The Country Har- 
ſon left at the Gates of Rome.“ 


The Author's Reaſons for refuſing to ac- 
_ cept Preferment in the Church, with 4 
Living of 400 |. per Ann. 


cordinp to the Moſaical Order. 
2d. E . and Regal, according to the 
Order of Melchiſedech. 
3d. C eee to the Goſpet 
„„ 
4th. Romiſh, according 0 the Church of 
Rope. | 


* 

HE firſt of theſe ceaſed at the com- 

ing of Chriſt, as doth manifeſtly 
appear by the holy Scriptures; the Prieſt- 

hood of Aaron was tranſlated or changed rt Acts 


to the Pricfthood of the Order of Melchi-y . d Mon. 


ſedech———The legal ſort of Prieſts of P. 647. 
Aaron were ſeparate from the reſt of the — 
People, by Kindred, Office, and Inheri- 
tance. 1/4. By Kindred, tor that the Chil- 
dren of Aaron only were Prieſts. 20. By 
Office, for that it only perrained to them 
to 


Heb. vii. 
21. 


9. 24. 


(30 ) 
to offer Sacrifice for the Sins of the People, 
and to inſtruct thePeople inthe Precepts and 
Ceremonies of the Law, 3d. By Inhe- 
ritance, becauſe the Lord was their Por- 
tion of Inheritance: . had they any 


other Inheritance amongſt their Brethren, 


but thoſe things which were offered unto 
the Lord, as the firſt Fruits, parts of the 
Sacrifices and Vows; except Places for their 
Houſes, and one tenth part of the 1oth, 
as appears by the Proceſs of Moſes's 


aw. 
Secondly, The Prieſthood of Chriſt did 


much differ from this Prieſthood, as Paul 


doth witneſs to the Hebrews. 1ſt. In Kin- 


dred, becauſe that our Lord came of the 
Stock and Tribe of Fudah, of which 
Tribe none had to do with the Altar; and 
in which Tribe nothing at all was ſpoken 
of the Prieſts of Moſes. zdly. For that 


others were made Prieſts without an Oath: 
But he with an Oath by him that ſaid un- 
to him, The Lord ſevare and will not re- 


pent, thou art a Prieſt for ever after the 


order of Melchiſedech. 
Thirdly, By Durability, for that man) 


of them were made Prieſts but during the 


Term of their Lives; but he, for that he re- 


maineth for ever, Hath an unchang eable 
and eternalPrieſthood, wherefore he is able 
to ſave us for ever, having by himſelf acceſs 
unto God * he ever liveth to make inter- 


ceſſion 


(sr) 


ceſſion for us. The Lau made Mm 
0 Prieſts, uh had in fir mity, but ( Sermo) 
“ i. e. the Word of the Oath which was | 
« fine the Law, maketh the ſon, whois, vii. 
& conſecrated for evermore. 28. 
Chriſt the Word, (according to the 
Scriptures) is the eternal Son, and perfect. 
Fourthiy, The Prieſthood of Chriſt did 
alſo ditker from the Prieſthood of Aaron, 
and the Law, in the matter of the Sacrifice, 
and i in the place of ſacrificing. en 
In the firſt Matter of their Sacrifices, be- 
cauſe they did uſe in them ſtrange Bodies, 
and did ſhed ſtrange Blood for the Expiation 
of Sins. 
But ma offered himſelf unto God the 
Father for\ us, ſuffered the ſhedding of 
his own Blood, for the Nemiſſion of our 
Sins. n 
-2dly. In the place of Sacrificing, becauſe 
that they did offer their Sacrifices in the 
Temple or Tabernacle. But Chriſt ſuf⸗ 
fered Death without the Gates of the City, 
„offered himſelf upon the Altar of the 
| Croſs to God the Father, and there his pre- 
, | cious Blood was ſhed. Chrift is not en- Heb. ix. 
BK tered into the Holy Places made with ad. Ce. 
Hands, which are the Figures of the true, 
but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear in 
the preſence of God for us: ——— Nei. 
ther doth he offer himſelf oftentimes as 
the High Prieſts in the Pa did, eve- 
Tear with firange Blood; for then 
H 2 ſhould 


„d! 


ws ( 52 ) | 
ſbauld he oftentimes have ſuffered fram the 
drm A but now once for all inthe end 
of the World hath he appeared. to put a- 
And even as it is appointed that Men once 
ſhall die, and then cometh the Fudgment 
fo Chriſt hath been once offered, to take 
away the Sins of many; and unto them 
that look for him, ſball he appear the ſe- 
cond Time without Sin, unto Salvation. 
For the Law having à ſhadow of good 
me Things to come, can never by the Image 
it ſelf, of things, (which every Tear with- 
out ceaſmg they offer by ſuch Sacrifices) 
make theſe perfect that come there- 
unto: For otherwiſe that Offering ſhould 
have ceaſed? Becauſe that ſuch Wor». |: 
ſhippers 57 once cleanſed from their 
Sins, ſhould have no more conſcience of \| 
Sin. But in thoſe, Commemoration | 
is made every year of. Fin: For it is im- 
pelo that by the Blood of Goats and 
Calves, Sins ſhould be purged and taken 
away: Therefore coming into the 
World, he ſaid, Sacrifice and Ollation 
thou wouldeſt not haue; but à Body haſt 
Thou given me: Peace-offerings for 
_ Sens have not pleaſed thee. Then ſaid I. 
Behold I come, in the Volume of the Book | 
it is written of me, that I ſhould do thx 
Mill, O God. | Saying as above, Sa-. 
er:fice, and Offering, aud Burnt-oſfer- 


V, 


v. 26. 


— 


(353) 
> _— — ſure therein; which 
are offered by the Law. Then ſaid he, 
La, I come to do thy Will, O God; he 
taketh away the firſt, that he may eſtabliſh 
the ſecond. By which Will we are 
ſauctiſied, through the offering of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt once for all: and every 
Prieſt ſtanding daily miniſtring and of 
fering oftentimes the ſame Sacrifice; which 
can never take away Sins: But this 


Man Chriſt, after he bad offered one v. 12. | 


Sacrifice for Sins, for ever ſat down 
en the right Hand of God; Expetting 
till his Enemies be made his Footſtool: 

Fur by one Offering be hath perfefFed 
for ever them that are ſanttified, —— 
Whereaf the Holy Ghoſt alſo is a witneſs 
to us: for after that he bad ſaid before, . 


This is the Covenant that I will male Heb. viii. 


with them after thoſe Days, ſaith the, 
Lord: Tail. 8 FEA wo their” © 
Minds, and write them in their Hearts, 
and I will be to them a God, and they 
ſhall be to me a People. ——- And their 
dins and Iniquities will I remember no 
more. All theſe Places have I recited, 
which Paul writeth for the better Un- 
derſtanding of thoſe Things; by all which 
it appeareth manifeſtly, how the Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt differeth from the legal 
Prieſthood of Aaron, and by the ſame 
e 


6540) 
alſo. apprareth, how it differeth from We 
other Prieſthoods. 

The Properties of the Prieſthood of 


Chriſt are found 1 in no other, but! in Chriſt 
alone. 


' Thirdly, Ast to the Chriſtian Prieſthood; 
* Chriſt by his expreſs Words ſpeaketh but 


little, to make any difference between 
them and the reſt of the People, neither doth 


he uſe the Name of (Sacerdos or) Prieſt in 


the Goſpel, but ſome he called Diſciplesz 
Mat. ſome Apoſtles, whom he ſent to teach, 
| N . Baptiſing, and in his Name to do Mira- 
24, 16. ” cles. —- He called them the Salt of the 

Earth, in wlrich Name, Reaſon and Wiſ- 


dom is meant; and he calleth them the 
Light of the Horld, by whichPrudence and 
good Living is ſignified; for he ſaith, Let 


your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
ſeeing your good Works, may glorify your. 
Father which is in Heaven. And Paul 
ſpeaking of the Prieſts to Timothy and 
Titus, ſeemeth not to make any Diffe- 
rence betwixt them and the other People, 
but in that he would have them to ſur- 
mount others in Knowledge and Pe rfection 
of Life. 


3 Fourthly, The fourth Prieſthood is the 
Nl. Roman Prieſthood, “ brought in by the 
Vol. 1. p.“ Church of Rome, in the Time of Apo- 
6483. 4 ftacy; — and this Church firſt made a 

% Diſtinction between the Clergy and the 


% Lay-Pcople. 


« And 


1 
And after that, the Clergy was divided 

“ into ſundry Degrees. This Diſtinction of 
<« the Clergy from the Laity, with the 
« Tonſure of Clerks, began in the Time 
te of Anaclete, as it doth appear in the 
ce Chronicles; the Degrees of the Clergy 
cc were afterwards invented, and diſtin- 
& guiſhed by their Offices; and there was 
ce no Aſcenſion to the Degree of the 
« Prieſthood, but by inferiour Orders 
ce and Degrees, But in the primitive 
6c Church it was not ſo,” !: 

Having briefly touch'd on thoſe four 
Heads of Prieſthood, the Queſtion now 
before me is, which of them my Coun- 
try Parſon claims his Ordination from. 
I ſhall modeſtly premiſe, that he will not 
ſo far deny Chriſt, as to claim his Ordi- 
nation from the firſt, (i. e.) the Law of 
Moſes; and again, that he will not dare to 
meddle with the ſecond, it being Eternal, 
Chriſt's own Prerogative: His Choice then 
will lie between the Chriſtian and Romiſh 

Ordination 3 and as to the Chriſtian, I 
cannot allow him that Choice, until he 
bring forth more Chriſtian-like Fruits, 

than appears from his Papers and Plea, or 
the Converſations of his wiſe, Clergy. 
Chriſt ſaid, beware of falſe. Prophets 
which come to you in ſheep's cloathing ; Mat. vii. 

but inwardly, they are ravening Walves. * 6, 
And he allo "ſaid, Te ſball know them y 
their Fruits: a ' DoMen gather Grapes of 


Thorns, 


(56) 
Thorns,” or Figs of Thiſfttes?: Even” ſd, 
every good Tree bringeth forth good Hruit, 
but 4 corrupt Tree bringeth forth evil 
Fruit. A good Tree cannot bring forth 
evil Fruit, neither can à corrupt Tree orig 
forth good Fruit. 0 h 64 I EI ES as 
This Queſtion then will lie- berween 
evil and good Fruit.—The Works of the 
Fleſh and the Fruit of the Spirit, which 
take as followeth. der OOTORHTE 2 
Gal. v. 1g, Now the Works of the Fleſh are mani- 
20, 21- feſt, which are theſe, Adultery, Forni- 
24 ” cation, Uncleanneſs, Laſtiviouſneſs, — 
Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, He- 
refies, —— Envyings, Murders, Dru. 
kenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like. 
But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering; Gentleneſs, Goods 
neſs, Faith, —— Meekneſs, Temperancez 
againſt ſuch there is no Law. — And 
they that are Chriſt's, have cruciſied the 
Fleſh with the Aſfections and Luſts. ' 
And beſides this, giving all Diligence, 
2 Pet.i.5, add to your Faith, Virtue; and toVir- 
S tue, Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, 
Temperance ; and to Temperance, Ba- 
tience; and to Patience, Codlineſs; 
and to Godlineſs, Brotherly=hindneſs | 
and to Brotherly-kinaneſs, Charity 
For if theſe Things be in you, and abound, 
they make you, that ye ſhall neither be 


— ————— ——„—-— 
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Bar u, nor unfruit fol i 7, 
| Foe ord Jeſus Chri 


and Ordination, - 


(8 3700 


\-\ AU". 6 


the! Knowledge 


. 
By thoſe few, of many c con- 


tained | in the Holy Scriptures,; and in the 
Books of the Martyrs, the Country Par- 


ſon and tus Collegues (the wiſe Clergyme n) | 
may cafily judge of their Miniſtry — Ca 
If it be of Chriſt, it 
mult and Will be. tree — But if it be of An- 


tichriſt, and from the Church of Rome, 
hircling M y But it 1s a hire . | 4 


it is a 
ling Minty n ee not of Chriſt. 


By this moſt juſt. and_reaſonable Rule, 


Which I preſume, they wWülh net (nay. they 


F reaſonably. deny,, they, W now 


lef t at the Gates of, Rome. wh 


0 


But give me leave to premiſ F one.r thing | 


more in this place; and that is, if the 
Country Parſon inſiſis on being 2 Miniſter 


of the Goſpel, as he boldly. 110 in the 


Beginning of his Plea, he, muſt leave his 
preſent Ordination at the Gates of Rome, 
from whence it came, and return from 
thence; Forſabe the fooliſb, and live, and 
go. in the 8 of. Greene. BA 

egin in the School of Chit; 


being done, be will ſoon. be fitted to take 
Degrees in that one, only Emmanuel: Col- 


lege, ; whereof. Chriſt Jeſus, ooly,. is ; Logd 
I This 


and Governour. 


? Prov. ix. 


Take his Toke upon him, and be will learn s 
him to be meell and lowly in heart ; i and Mat. xi. 
then be ſball find: Reſt. to. 1 75 Soul. This“ 


(; 58), 
Ila. vii. This is be 0 whont the Prophet ſpake 
Mar. 3. DRY i £5 the Angel Ne 
23. . to ler h. Ry £4 
Thall now. dekerthneng him to converſe 
with thoſe Holy, Books, before mention'd, 
to compare his own Life and Practice 
With that of the Monk, mention'd in the 
foregoing Chapter, Who poiſoned himſelf 
in perpetrating (to action) the Death of 
King, Zohn, on, the Account of Ty thes. 
That . "Quench not the Spitit, deſpiſe not Pro. 
pheſyings, which proceed from the Spirit, 
(2. 4.) God tor! God is a 225 and they 


that worſhip" Him, muſt. or ſhi him in 
Hirit and in Truth. 5 


Mock not them that fear the 101d. for 
although this People were fitſt called Qua- 
ers, from the Word 7 remulus, in 'Deriſion , 
yet they are not aſhamed. to bear that or 
any other Name for Chrilt's Sake: For 

<1; a faith the Lord, the Heaven is my 

i,z. Throne, and the Earth is my  Foatſtool, 

«where is the Houſe that ye build unto me, 

aud where is the Place of my Reſt ? for 

all thoſe things hath mine hand made, and 

all thoſe things have been, ſaith the Lord; 

but to this Man will 1 look, even to him 

" that is poor, and of a contrite Pirit, and 
 trembleth at my Word — 

Pray remember that Moſes was a Quaker, 
Ake vii.'32. as alſo Job, Ch. xxi. 6. and 
David, Philm cxix. 120. and Ezekiel, 
0 xii. 18. and Habakkuk Chap. iii. +4 

wit 


John 


th) 


7 With the Proj phet "Dante, Ch, 5. 11. And 
8 Paul. the, g 125 A poſtle Gk K e Gentiles, 
n Ae, ix. PR TY Hoke 080 many In: 
| ances, it Plainly appears, that à right Q 

ker is i e true 'Chitiftian 3 and W hy 15 nach 

. Mockety Arnd Ridicule at the N. me Quilker, 

g or at the” Spi pitit, the Light; the Gra ade, ang 
f the Truth: which camę by Jett C riſt 


whom e petlecüte, Acts ix, 3. DNR AY 
hm the Säffe pe arjd et Mae: 
tyrdom ot our biederen nm 

Anti- chriſtian Yoke of Pop et 6 8h er Whic 
they were grievouſly Beret gear 
and put to Death, for C6Hſticn de- 
Towards the beginnin 1s of © ous Acts and 1 
ee there Are to. Wear four Com +4 Mon: 
ſideratigns ren our GEmstig brctel. 
rants; Profe drs of the! Goſpel, . 

betta o tnducing: tb EH atiGd "of 

Life. e 2d CG onſidtrition beißt 8 Hof, 

JSive it as followeth, e 2 c oÞ 
Ad the oe thing 85, * valle to Ne 2d Conſi- 
13 ſidered offeekning fe Hees; 10 fel derten. 
= FIR Jer i confider Kt Wiſt fire SEE 

8 A and Times of other out "Coulttrytich 
Fand Pletdet Martyrs aasee pat; Wiler 
‚ « tolle of Perſechribhs che) füſtained, 

% what little Reſt they Rad with Wat E. 
* nemies they were Mate ech Wi What 
, Croſſes preffed, under why Princes, un- 
= e der What Prelates theylived;*vr rather 
4. died. In the Days Kin g Henry el. 
— „bing Himniry legs Ent y VII. King 
; I-24 « Henry. 


W 


660) 


* Henry VIII, Queen: Mary, 285 under 
* Bonner Biſhop of Londo ardiner 
% Biſhop of Wincheſter, C Choline, Horx, 
J Biſhop Arundel, J Courtney, and 
* Warham,——At what, time, Children 


„ the Wife to accuſe: the Husband, the 
_ Husband the Wife, Brother. the Siſter, 

* Siſter the Brother; Examples whereof 
& are plenty i in this Book to be ſeen. 


And ſhall we, profe ſſing the Goff pel, | 


claiming that honourable Title of Chriſti 


anity, . fall into the Footſteps of thoſe no- 


tatious, moſt barbarous, and bloody Perſe- 
cutors? (God forbid.) Let us coolly think, 
maturxely judge, and compare the Cauſe of 
their Sufferings, with that of the « uakers, 
and, we will find it the ſelf. ſame thing, — 
they ſuffered, for * Conſcience. ſake, * ſo 


do the Quakers. FORE, you 


15 And foraſmuch as thoſe things appear 


ſo very plain and clear to me, I am reſol- 
ved (by the Grace of God) to take up. the 


Croſs. of Chriſt, . (having already 'refuſed.a 


Church-Living,; to the Amount of 4904 
per Annum) and deny my ſelf of all fleſhly 
Tuſts, which wax againſt the Spirit — and 
turn ert not doubting but I ſhall get 


my Bread wit et" 5 . I have 


more Peace in my ſolid Contemplations af 
this kind, than ever I could find in taking 


4 8 Ithes, e I cannot ac- 


a 


TIX cuſe 


were cauſed to ſet fire to their Fathers, 
0 and the Father adjured to accuſe the Son, 


» A 


cuſe my ſelf of any Cruelty towards them. 


Tis true, the Law allows it, but my Con- 
ner forpide mean 


* 


Written in my Me ” 
Thoughts and Underſtan 
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| Immunities of the Clergy in Germany, in 
Henry the YV ITIth's Reign. 
Nies. % DOE Adrian the 6th, wrote a rail- 
2. p. 75· ing Letter to the Princes of Germany 
- againſt Martin Luther, charging him of 
being a new Raiſer up of old damnable 
| Hee. Wee. Re, 
„le gave Inſtructions under ſeven Gene- 
| ral Heads to CHeregatus his Legat, touch- 
ing his Proccedings in the Dyer of Noren- 
berg, how ind by wharPerſuaſions"ro in- 
cenſe the Princes againſt Luther. &c.—20. 
22 The Princes and States of the Roman 
Ezmpire gave in their Anſwer to the Pope's 
Ambaſſador at the Council of Norenberg, 
containing 100 Grievances — againſt 
which they complained, (20) particularly 
for ſelling Remiſſion of Sins for Money, 
70.) 4 
83. For Abuſes committed in Excommu- 
. 22e0-oxiOSNH: £ 5 
85. A Complaint againſt Eccleſiaſtical Judg- 
es intermęddling with Caſes of the Secular 
Court, but will not ſuffer their own Caſes 


once to be touched of the other, (20.) 


M beetr ſeg,” tat ; 
ty, afterwatds they diligen 
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A. Comp laint a eg Incorpo rations or 85. 


1 rop Aton Ah other“ Pilling. of of. the 
Pes 118 by Ch Wehrden, ( (60, op 
NM 


. "Corn taint for buying 5 auf f 10 of 86. 


Burials, (os 3 246 3 3 


Chaſte and con tinent Prieſts conipeiled to $6. 


pay 'Tribute for Concubines, (30. 


A Complaint againſt the lmmunities of 83. 


ts (20.) which is as follows: ., 


[Co 2+ DEE, [98 | 


1! Item, Whoſotver he Be "hat hath te- 


"all ceived any Eccleſi aſtical Ordets's great gr 
«ſmall, thereby he doth 1 55 he 


40 freed from At 190 8 cu- 


«Jar Magiftrate, Row gr 
| Lebe r he 3895 either ab 195 re 


pleluis pf bp oh, 9010 10 Matnraiged.in 
* 125 Liberr 5 0 fg by 5 woe — 
e rates of 15 Elergy DE for ith 
he 


% nical Laws,” Prie 5 are hog r. 
abour, 

4 go about Day and Nig 15 to He and 

te try the Chaſtit of Mag Vits ins, and 


e of the Wir Dayghters, ice iſters of 


4. the Laymen; and throngh their « conti- 
„ nual Inftance and Labour,” partly with 
Gifts and Rewards, and "#larrerin Words, 
"Wot partly by chéit ſecret 'Cohitſſions, (as 
« they call then as it hath. 15 found 


«by Experience, they britig 8, DP 
% many Virgins; and 171 055 le nich o- 
hs! © therwiſe would be hogeſt, have been, o- 


2 7 21 126 105 0!  %iVercome, 


reas by AK 2 
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> 6.00 
* ver chime, and moved to ; Sin ane 4 Wick- 
« ednefs 3 * it happeneth enen 
that they detain and Keep 9 1 — — 
W 165 2 nd Daughters from, their Hugs 
bands and Fathers, . threatning them 
% with Fire and Sword, that, do requir 
« them again. T pun t brough their raging 
* Lufts they heap. a nd, gather together in- 
„ numerable Micchieis and Offences; it 
is to he marvelled at, how licentiouſly 
Gs Without Puniſhment. they. daily offend | 
„ in Robberies, Murder, ie of In» 
„ nocenits, Burning, Rapine, 1 heft, and 

© Cogr of Coin; beſi ides a . 
and | other. kinds of Mika contrary 
4 and a agai int all Laws, both of God and 
c An not W gteat ence. « of o- 
* rhers, truſting only upon the 0 5 m 

"0 * and, aberty. of Sin, Pigs they 

« unto. themſelves, by. the 
the their, Canons; for whenas. they once 
percei ve, that it is Ia Wful for them to | 
on do what they liſt, without Controul- 
ee; ment, then they do not only contemn 
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* Wh be the more ee in BE — 
4. Miſchief, and Wickedneſs, contrary 
e to all Reaſon and Equity, it is part- 
f > ly forbidden the Arch-Biſhops and 
1 Hops, to condemn theſe Malefactors 
« openly, 


0 650 
& openly; e except they be fieſt degra= 
* Jed, which myſt be done with Sumptu- 
Le ouſnels and Pomp whereby it happen- 
3 eth very ſeldom, that thoſe anointed, 
„ naughty Packs, do receive condign Pu- 
“ niſhment., Beſides; that the Biſhops are 
| LA ſo bound by their Chapters, that they 
* dare not puniſh any Perſon Which hath 
be taken Orders, by the canonical Laws, 
ec © be the Puniſhment never fo light or 
* (mall; by reaſon whereof, the Matter 
e ſo falleth out, that through this une- 
& qual Partiality between. the Laity and 
ee the Clergy, great Hatred, Diſcord, and 
re Piſſenſion is ſprung and riſen; it is al- 
Kh nota little to . feared, that if the 
« Clergy, which are the Cauſe of this 
& Grievance, and of other Miſchiefs (which 
“ daily they do proceed to perpetrate,) 
« have not like Laws, equal Judges, and 
«- like Puniſhnents, their offenſive Life 
| „ will moye and ſtir up great Tumults 
and Sedition amongſt the common Peo- 
5 not only againſt the Clergy them- 
7 but allo againſt the Superiors 
cc and Magiſtrates, for that they leave ſo 
<* notorious Offences unpuniſhed. 
Wherefore Neceſſity and Juſtice « doth | 
& require, that dr ſaid prejudicial Privi- 
* leges of the Cler gy ſhould be abrogate, 
& and taken away, 1 5 in their Place, it 
de «ih provided, ordained, and decreed, 
« that the n of what Order or De- 
K 64 - Fes 
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( 66 ) 


4 gree ſoever they be, mall have like 


(c 
CC 
i 


Laws, like Judgment, and Puniſh. 


ment, as the Laity have; fo that they 
ſhall pretend no Prerogative or Freedom 


in like Offence, more than the Lay- 
Men: But that every one of the Cler- 
gy offcnding, under the Judge where 
the Offence is committed, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed for his Fact, according, to the 
Meaſure and Quality of his Offence, 
in ſuch like manner as other Malefactors 
are, With the Puniſhment appointed by 
the common Laws of the Empire; 
which Thing (without doubt) will 
pleaſe the true Miniſters of the Church, 
ſuch as are Honeſt and Learned, and 
they will not think their Power and 
Authority thereby in any Caſe dimi- 
niſhed. By this means it ſhall be brought 
to paſs, that ſuch as are of the Clergy, 

only by Name, and otherwiſe naughty 
wicked Men, through the Obedience 
due unto their Magiſtrates, ſhall be 
compelled. to live more Honeſtly, and 
all Sedition and privy Hatred between 


them and the Laity, ſhall be put away; 


and finally thereby, the Laity ſhall be 


the more moved and ſtirred to love 


and reverence ſuch of the Clergy as 
be of a ſound Life. 


Hence you may learn how neceſſary and 


expedient it is to l the Clergy un- 


der 
5 


5 (67) 


der the Power and Juriſdifion of the 
Law. | 
a © For the King's Sake, they ſhould. 
be Subjects, not Rulers. 
_ 2dly, For the People's Sake, they ſhould | 
& 200d Examples and Patrons. R 
54h, t their own Sakes, that they 
y adorn their Miniſtry, by a Life of 
Chadity and Holineſs. 
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DISCOURS 


QN 
RE ASON and WisDoM: 
S HEW ING | 
That REASON is the Perfection of 
WISsDOM; as will appear, if it can be 
made out, that this, duly improved by 


Study and Religion, ms ger * the 
Paſſo os 7 | 


H ATi itis in the power of Reaſon 
to command and ſubdue the Paſ- 


ſions, I could by great Variety of 
Arguments demonſtrate ; but ſhall at pre- 
ſent chuſe to confine myſelf to one popular 
and 0 think) undeniable Inſtance, made 
mention of by Joſephus in his Hiſtory of 
the Jes, concerning Eleagar, and the 
ſeven Brethren (Maccabees) martyr d with 
their Mother in the Reign of Antiochus 
the Tyrant, becauſe they would not eat 


Swine's Fleſh, and Meats offered to Idols, 


Cc. e All theſe deſpiſing the moſt exqui- | 


(59 


te pig anette and 5 E hols e- 


Yen, Hou have put it patt a doubt, 

how abſolute a {Epc eaſon hath & 

ver the Paſſions: | 

The Queſtion. to be telolved, is plainly 

this : Whether. Reaſon can conttoul and 
overn the Paſſions? And in order to this 


Reſolution, tis fit we explal what we 


mean by Reaſon, what By Paſſion, how 
many diſtin& Species of Paſſions there be; 
and whether "this Dominion of Reaſon, 
which we aſſert, extend to all, af but ſore 
ſorts of Paſſions. 'By Reaſon then, I mean 
the Intent, Faculty, improved and 
rightly guided b * Conſideration ; and mak- 


ing a Lite of Wiſdom its Choice and chief 


Cbeern By Wiſdom again, I underſtand 
the Knowledge of Divine and Human Af- 
fairs, and the true Cauſes and Groutids of 
each; ſuch as we attain to by. the Dif- 
cipline and Inſttuction of the Law: which 


teacheth us to embrace thoſe Truths which 


relate to God, with Reverence; and thoſe 
regarding Mag, as things ditected to, and 
uſeful for the Benefit of the World. 
Wiſdom apain | is commonly branched into, 
and allowed to conſiſt of four principal 
Virtues; to wit, Prudence, Juſtice, Forti- 
tude, and Temperance : The nobleſt and 
molt comprehenſive of theſe is Prudence; 
and to this it is chiefly, that Reaſon is be- 


holden for che he Dominion it attains to over 


Thoſe 


(79) 


. Thoſe Paſſions again may be reduced t 
two ſo general Heads, as ſhall include them 
all, Pleaſure 0 mean) and Pain; each of 
which acts upon the Soul as its proper Ob- 
ject; and each again hath ſeveral other Af- 
fe@tions, « coupled as it were in pairs, to at- 
tend it, and diverſified by Time and other 
Circumſtances from, its Maſter-paſſion. 
Thus, in the caſe of Pleaſute, 15 which 
goes before it, is Deſire; that which, f fol- 
lows after it, is Joy: and ſo for Pain too, 
Fear g goes before, and Sorrow comes behind 
it. But Anger, I think, will not fall under 


any ſuch Diltinction, being rather a mix 


Paſſion, adminiſtting ſomewhat of Plea- 
ſure and Pain both, to them who are ſen⸗ 


ſible when it comes upon them, and nicely 


obſerve how they are affected with it, Un- 


roy the 1210 dae Pleaſure,, again, there ap- 


uded a moſt vile 499 0 1 


Ss &# $ © 


Product, ſo Na its Forms 3 that Fj 
Mind is chiefly vitiated by it, When! it ap- 
'pears in Arrogance and Avarice, Envy 
and Contention, &c. And the Body more 


immediately, concerned, when it breaks 


out into Gluttony and Sordidneſs; for Plea- 


ſure, and Pain grow out of the Soul and 


Body, like Branches out of a conimon 
Stock, and each of theſe Branches have 


abundance of of other ſubordinate Affections, 


* 
0 x 4 4 


ang 
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and Steeg. 1 Now all theſe” is the pro- 
Fg Province of Reaſon, like a $kilful YVine- 
| Dreſſer, to prune and purge,, to corre 
and manage, and by all poſlible ways $1 
tranſplant and ennoble, by ſweetning. al 
the wild and ſour Kinds, and ſo cultivating 
and improving that ſubje& matter of Paſ- 
ſions and Habits, that, even that which is 
by Nature refale and vicious, may by Art 
and Management be made generous and 
good: for Reaſon leads us on to, and ad- 
vances Virtue, by reſtraining and over- 
powering t the Vehemence of thoſe Paſſions, 
Which carry us away into Vice. And that this 
is not affirmed without ground, convince 
thyſelf What a mighty Effect it hath in mat- 
ters where the Virtue of Temperance i is ob- 
ſtructed. Now Temperance is nothing elſe 
but the Maſtery obtained over a Man's s De- 
ſires; and this is attained by Reaſon : Of 
| theſe Deſires, ſome 'are more peculiariy 
concerned with the Soul, and others with 
the Body ; and of both theſe ſorts, Rea- 
ſon ſeems to have the Command: for 1 
cannot but conclude, that, when our Ap- 
petites ſtand very ſtrongly to ſuch delicious 
Foods as are forbidden by our Phyſicians, 
and we, notwithſtanding ſuch Inclinations, 
do abſtain from them upon that very ac- 
count, that we ought not to indulge the 
uſe of them; this is a yery plain inſtance 
how high a hand Reaſon carries over theſe 
Paſſions, which-thus does} in the temperate 

Man, 
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Man, not only ſuſpend, but wholly tals | 
and turn into another Courſe, the mot 
eager Deſires of the lower of theſe Divi- 
fions, and 57 tie up all the Motions 
of the Body, that it al not make any 
ſtrong Elo. or Struggle, in oppoſition to 
the * ord f Command given by this Go- 
vernor above. 
But this perhaps will not. deſerye to be 
thought any great matter, in compariſon 
of thoſe moſt furious Deſires of the Soul, 
which Luſt and Beauty Kindle; and yet Jo. 
ſeph hath got himſelf immortal Renown, | 
for abſolutely quelling theſe, even when 
invited to gratify them, and urged by all 
the Fire of Youth to comply with ſuch In- 
vitation. Nor is even this allaying the 
Fury of vchement Purſuits after Pleaſure, 
and abſtaining from the impure Act, the 
utmoſt which Reaſon may or ought to do; 
for it is plain our very Inclinations are un- 
der its Juriſdiction; otherwiſe, the Law 
would have been more abſurd in laying upon 
us a Command ſo impracticable as that, 
* Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's 
0 Wife, « or any thing that is thy Neigh- 
« bour's.” Now it is plain, that when 
the Law Frys us ſo much as to deſire at 
all, it much more ſtrongly implies, that 
Reaſon is able to curb and conquer our 
Deſires, And thus it is, not only in thoſe 
things which are oppoſite to the Virtue of 
T emperance, but that of Juſtice alſo ; for 
dother⸗- 


« y 
Otherwife, what Remedy cbuld there be 


for reforming the gluttonous and greedy, 
the niggardly and ſordid Man? But now, 


as ſoon 'as any Man orders his Conyerfi- 
tion according to the Precepts of the Law 


of God in his Heart, though he be of ne- 
ver ſo covetous aDiſpoſition, yet does he 
find himſelf obliged to lend to the Poor, 
without taking Uſary: for His Money, and 
to remit the Debt if the Debtor be inſol- 
went 

Ieould give ſeveral Yn Inſtances Where 
by it will appear, that Reafon governs our 
Paſſions, for the Law does in ſome Caſes 


„ 


exerciſe: Dominion over the natural Aﬀec- 


tion to out Parents, forbidding us for their 


ſakes to betray the Cauſe of Truth and 


Virtue. 


And ſ again, over the Love to our 
Ohildren, by ordering us to make them 
Examples when they do amifs. 4 i 

Reaſon; when acted by the Law, does 
overcome our Hatred to our Enemies; for 
it prohibits the cutting down their Fruit- 
Trees; it orders us to reftore to our Ene- 
mies the things which they haye loſt, and 
to help their Cattle, When fallen and in 
diſtreſs: and by the Goſpel we are taught 
to do Good for Evil. Reaſon bears Sway 
over the moſt violent Paſſions, ſuch as 
Ambition, Vain-glory, and Envy; for all 
rheſe evil Diſpoſitions, the ſober and con- 
fiderate Mind ſubducs and drives away : 


Rs and 
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Man, not only ſuſpend, but wholly tame 
and turn into another Courſe, the moſt 
eager Deſires of the lower of theſe Divi- 
ſions, and rfectly tie up all the Motions 
of the Body, that it ſhall not make any 
ſtrong Effort, or Struggle, in oppoſition to 
the Word of Command given by this Go- 
vernor above. 

But this perhaps will not deſerye to be 
thought any great matter, in compariſon 
of thoſe moſt furious Deſires of the Soul; 
which Luſt and Beauty Kindle; and yet Jo- 
ſeph hath got himſelf immortal Renown, 
for abſolutely quelling theſe, even when 
invited to gratify them, and urged by all 
the Fire of Youth to comply with ſuch In- 
vitation. Nor is even this allaying the 
Fury of vchement Purſuits after Pleaſure, 
and abſtaining from the impure Act, the 
utmoſt which Reaſon may or ought to do; 
for it is plain our very Inclinations are un- 
der its Juriſdiction 3 otherwiſe, the Law 
would have been more abſurd in lay ing upon 
us a Command ſo impracticable as that, 
« Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's 
„Wife, or any thing that is thy Neigh- 
« bour's.” Now it is plain, that when 
the Law forbids us ſo much as to deſire at 
all, it much more ſtrongly implies, that 
Reaſon is able to curb and conquer our 
Deſires, And thus it is, not only in thoſe 
things which are oppoſite to the Virtue of 
Temperance, but that of Juſtice alſo ; for 

other- 


Wes 


otherwiſe, what Remedy could there be 
for reforming the gluttonous and greedy, 
the niggardly and fordid Man? But now, 
as ſoon as any Man orders his Converſa- 
tion according to the Precepts of the Law 
of God in his Heart, though he be of ne- 


ver ſo covetous aDiſpoſition, yet does he 


find himſelf obliged to lend to the Poor, 
without taking Uſary for his Money, and 
to remit the Debt if the Debtor be inſol- 
vent. 

I could give ſeveral other Inſiinces where- 
by it will appear, that Reaſon governs our 
Paſſions, for the Law does in ſome Caſes 


exerciſe Dominion over the natural Aﬀec- 


tion to our Parents, forbidding us for their 


ſakes to betray the Cauſe of Truth and 
Virtue. 


And {6 again, over the Love to out 


Children, by ordering us to make them 


Examples when they do amiſs. 

Reaſon, when acted by the Law, does 
overcome our Hatred to our Enemies; for 
it prohibits the cutting down their Fruit- 

Trees; it orders us to reſtore to our Ene- 
mies the things which they have loſt, and 
to help their Cattle, when fallen and in 
diſtreſs: and by the Goſpel we are taught 


to do Good for Evil. Reaſon bears Sway 
over the moſt violent Paſſions, ſuch as 


Ambition, Vain-glory, and Envy; for all 
theſe evil Diſpoſitions;the ſober and con- 
Aderate Mind ſubdues and drives away: 


6 and 
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and ſo it does Anger alſo, which though 
the moſt ungovernable of all Paſſions, is 
ſubje& to Reaſon. Were it not ſo, how 
ale Icaob ſo ſeverely condemn that Fact 
of his Sons, Simeon and Levi, when they, 
contrary to Reaſon, did utterly deſtroy the 
whole Race of the Sichemites 5 ſaying, in 
abhorrence of their intemperate Rage, 

Gen. xlix, © Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce; 
7. « and their Wrath, for it was cruel?” 
Which Words are plainly the Voice of 

Reaſon getting the better of Reſentment. 
In a word, when God created Man, and 
endued him with Power of Conſideration, 
and free Choice, he did at the ſame time 
implant in his Nature Variety of Paſſions 
and Diſpoſitions, and ſet his intellectual 

Mind in the Throne, to exerciſe Govern- 

ment over all the ſenſual Appetites within; 

which being done, he gave the Law, as a 
Rule whereby Man might exerciſe that Go- 

vernment, and lead a Life of Temperance, 

| Juſtice, and Goodneſs. What ground then 
can there. be for that Objection, which 

makes a Doubt whether Reaſon can maſter 
the Paſſions, becauſe it does not appear 
that it attains to an abſolute Maſtery over 

Forgetfulneſs and Ignorance. 

This is a very ridiculous Exception, for 

Reaſon does not appear to have an abſo- 

lute Power over ſuch Defects as belong to 
the intellectual Soul; but ſuch as are ſon 
ſitive and bodily. Nor is its Power over 


theſe 


3 eh a aww cc. aw 


— 
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theſe pretended to be ſuch, as ſhould ex: 
tirpate and quite take away our Deſires; 
but only ſach as preſerves Men from being 
enſlaved to their Defires. No Man can 
utterly diveſt himſelf of the Paſſion of An- 
ger, but he may, by Reaſon, find Reme- 
dies againſt it, and prevent his being borne 
down by the Violence of it, 

We are not to expect that Reaſon ſhould 
ſet us clear from all evil Diſpoſitions; but 
it will ſuccour us in our Conflicts with, 
and enable us to ſtand our ground againſt, 
ſuch Diſpoſitions : tor the proper Office of 
Reaſon is not to change, but to aſſiſt Na- 
ture; not to be a 1 One an Aux- 

iliary. 

This Matter may receive Fine Illuſtra- 
tion from the Example of David. We 2 Sam. 
read that he, after he had been a whole noon, 
Day engaged with an Army of Philiſtines, xi. 
and made a great Slaughter of them, in Joſeph. 
the Evening retir'd into his royal Tent, fa-*' 7%” 
tigued and ſpent, where all his Officers 
and Chieftains were encamped round a- 
bout him; the reſt of the Company re- 
freſhed themſelves contentedly, but the 
King, being exceeding thirſty, could not 
ſatisfy his Appetite with any Water drawn 
out of thoſe Springs of which they had 
plenty at hand, but a Deſire ſeized him to 
drink of the Water fetched from the Ene- 
mies Garriſon. Hereupon, ſome of the 
King's mighty Men, being deeply concern- 

. L 2 ed 


& 4 
ed to ſatisfy the King's Longing, armed 
themſelves, took a Pitcher, broke thro' 
the Enemies Trenches, paſſed their Guards, 
ſought out the Well of Bethlehem, and 
brought from thence to the King the Wa- 

ter Which he ſo vehemently longed for. 
But he, though parched with Thirſt and 
eager Deſire, recollected how dangerous 
and ſinful a thing it would be, to gratify 
his Appetite at the hazard of his Servants 
Lives, and thought the drinking that Wa- 
ter would be, in effect, to drink their Blood; 
and therefore, oppoſing his Reaſon to his 
Inclination, he poured it out ſolemnly to 
the Lord. Thus a Mind ſtrictly temperate 
and wile, is able to overcome the ſtrongeſt 
Paſſions, to quench the Burnings of the 
moſt furious Deſires, to contend with the 
molt exquiſite bodily Pains, and vanquiſh 
all the Force of Paſſion, by a ſteddy Prin- 
ciple of Virtue and Goodneſs ; as appeans 
by the following Inſtance, | 
It happened, that Antiochus the Tyrant, 
ſcating himſelf upon an eminent Place, 
and ſurrounded by his Counſellors and 
Rulers, a ſtrong Body of armed Men, 
commanded many of the Hebrews to be 
brought by force before him, and there 
to be compelled to cat Swine's Fleſh, and, 
Meats offcred to Idols; which if any re- 
fuſed to pollute themſelves with, they 
were immediately put to the Torture, and 
ſlain before him, When many had been 


thus 


. A 348, 
thus barbarouſly treated, at Jengtly one E- 
leazar, a principal Man of the City, of 
the Prieſts Family, a Lawyer by Profeſſion, 
far advanced in years, knoun and well 
eſteemed by many of Ant io husis Servants, 
by reaſon of his Age and Character, was 
brought before him. Antiochus behold- 
ing che Man, ſpoke to him! in ene en, 
ing manner: | 


rr Speech to EUEAZAR. 

Before I proceed to uſe any Severity, Joſeph: = 
© let me adviſe thee, reverend old Man, f. 53 
(c 
to preſerve thy Life, by ſubmitting to 
“ cat of Swine's Fleſh ; for I pay great 
g reſpect to thy Age and grey Hairs, and 
am ſurprized, that the Experience of ſo 
- © many years, ſhould not have made thee 
“ wiſer,. than ſtill to perſevere in the 7ew - 
4 7/h Superſtition. It ſeems to me a moſt 
“ untcaſonable thing for Men to abridge 
<« themſelves of any innocent Pleaſures; 
« and great Injuſtice to themſelves, and 
< Ingratitude to Nature, to refuſe any of 
„ thoſe Enjoyments which her Bounty 
„ hath provided for us. Why ſhould'ſt 
“ thou then expreſs ſuch Abhorrence of 
that molt delicious of all Meats, which 
« ſhe ſeems, in the Fleſh of Swine, to 
<« have deſigned as our beſt Entertain- | 
ment, anda ſingular Fayour ? This may | 
« in others ſeem ſome what more excu- bl 
A fave; but in you, who are a Perſon of l 
| « better 
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better Judgment, it would be a moſt un- 
accountable Folly, to be prejudiced by 


<« a falſe and empty Notion of Religion; 


and for an idle Fancy to contemn my 


Authority, and draw a needleſs Puniſh- 
e men upon your own. Head. Wilt not 
e thou then ſuffer thy Eyes to be open'd, 
“ and be awaken'd out of this Dream of 


* thy peculiar Perſuaſion, and ſet thy felf 


free from the Bondage of ſo moroſe and 
ſingular a Notion? Will this friendly Ex- 
poſtulation prevail for no Deference tobe 
paid my Kindneſs, and the Compaſſion I 
haye for thy Age, move thee to no Com- 
paſſion upon thy ſelf} methinks it ſhould. 


For though what I have ſaid; does not 


convince thee of the Vanity of thy Opi- 
nion in this point; yet thou muſt needs 
allow, that if there be a Power above, 
which does, as you ſuppole, require the 
Obſervance of this Religion, that Power 


| hath ſo much Goodnels as to pardon the 
Tranſgre ſſion of his Laws, when this is 
not the Offender's own Act and Choice, 


but the effect of Fares and pure Con- 
ſtraint. 


ELEAZAR'S Reply. 
Eleazar having heard theſe words, 


begg'd of the King Liberty to ſpeak for 


himſelf; which being granted, he did, in 


preſence of all the Ae, deliver him- 
(elf to * 1 effect: 


( Be 


41 
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(99) 
ge pleaſed to underſtand,” Royal Sir, 
* that we who are fully convinced, that 
ce jt is our Duty, in all things to behave our- 
&« ſelves according to the Law given us by 
“God, are perfectly perſuaded, that noNeceſ- 
« ſity can more oblige us, no Force be ſtronger 
 < upon us, than that by which we ſtand 
« bound to obey his Law ; and for this re- 
* ſon we think our acting contrary to it, | 
cannot be diſpenſed. with on any terms | 
« whatſoever. ' Nay, tho our Law were not, - 
© as you are pleaſed to ſuggeſt, really di- 18 
« vine, yet, Sir, Imuſt crave leave to ſay, that = | 
«© fo long as we continue to believe it di- 1 2 | 
vine, that very Perſuaſion ought to be an ef- | 
c fectual Reſtraint upon us, from violating, | 
<« or thinking meanly of, any religious Or- Ml 
« dinances, eſtabliſh'd by it. Do not there- 
« fore imagine, Sir, if we ſhould ſubmit 
ce to defile our ſelves by unclean Meats, that 
te this would be. reckon'd a ſmall and par- 
ce donable fault, for the preſumption of the 
ce Offender is the ſame, and the Authority 
te of the Law equally. inſulted, be the In- 
« ſtance, in which a man trangreſles, greater 
« orleſs: the fact itſelf makes no difference 
« in point of guilt. Next you were pleaſed, 
« Sir, to ſpeak contemptuouſly of our Re- 
« ligion, as an Inſtitution unbecoming Men 
e of Reaſon and Philoſophy: but I muſt be 
| © bold to ſay, it is the beſt and moſt con- 
| © ſummate Philoſophy ; for it teaches us 
4 mn. the Conqueſt of our Paſ- 
11051 ſions 
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* ſions and. Deſires, and ſets us above all 
4 our Pleaſures; it trains us up in the Exer- 
ce ciſe/of Fortitude, and commands us to un- 
dergo all manner of Pain willingly and 

<,chearfully3 it teaches us the moſt exack 
e, and orders us to confine our Wor- 
Pit Fane and abſolute Reverenee to the ont 

< true God; where alone they are of Right 
4 due. Upon this Account we dare not 
& cat things prohibited and unclean; for 


< we are fully perſuaded, that God Who 


ce created our Nature, had due regard to 1 
ce That the very Inſtitution of thisLaw: was 


: i, fo far from a Hardſhip, as in itſelf tolbe 
c an Act of Goodneſs and Mercy; and that 


the things forbidden are hurtful to our 
c Souls; whereas thoſe allowed for Food; 
© are uſeful and convenient for us: it is 
« therefore the very extremity of Tyranny 
« to force us, not only to ſin againſt our 
Law, but to eat that which is thereby not 
< allow'd us; becauſe of a quality not fit 
« tg be eaten. But this, Sir, is a ſort of 
« Triumph, which I fhall never give you 
ce ver me; nor muſt ] falſify the ſolemn 
< Oaths and holy Engagements, 'whereby 
cc Hur Anceſtors have bound themſelves and 
ce their Poſterity, to the faithful Obſervance 
< of this Law, not though you ſhould com- 
mand my Eyes to be bord out, and my 


* Bowels to be burnt: no, Sir, old Age 


ce hath not ſo impaired my Mind, or In 
<c « feebled my Body, dur that when Reli- 
A  * gion 


- ben pee Ys me to it, „ myReaſon can 
yet Ne itſelf youthful and vigorous; 2 
« If this Rep! y provoke you, prepare your 
< Inſtruments of Torture! 'atid heat your 
« Furnace' hotter Mill; all that Gall not 
< move me to ſpare my « old Ag 'h ſo a8 for 
| ” the ſaving my Perſon, toviolat the Lay 
« of my Countty,' and my God. No; oly 
< Law to which I owe: my Inttrudion, 
will never deſett ſo excellent a Mafter; 
< no; thou deareſt of all Virtues, Tempe 
4 xance: by whict we preſerve Hur native 
e Soycteignty over our” Appetites, I 8 
60 never abjure thee; no; thou beſt. of al 
| be Philoſophy: 7K Will peer diſgrace thee; 
«© no;..holy- C Gikee of Pilelnood and Stu. 
&« dy:.of the Law; I will Neither forego; 
ee hot E A blemim to you. My Anceltors 
« ſhall find ine come to them pute and 
t cohſtatit q A Soul as free from ſuch ſtain, 
64 25 undaunted under all manner of Tor- 
ments, even ünto Death.” | _ 
- When he had made this noble Reply td 
the Tyrant's treacherous Exhotrations, the 
Soldiers that ſtood by, handled him very 
roughly, and dragg'd him in rage to tlie 
Place of Execution: there, fitſt of all, tler 
ſtripp'd off his Clothes, then having pi 
nion d him; they (courged him with Whips;. 
on both des till they Had almoſt Nay d 
him; and an Officer, on each flde; ctying. 
at every Stroke, obey the King's Com- 
mand ment. But the brave Eleazar was 
no more moved by 3 . than 


if 


Joſeph. 
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if all he endured had been but a Dream: 


The good old Man ſtood with his Eyes 
lifted up to Heaven; his Fleſh torn off from 
his Sides to the very Bone; the Blood 


ſtreaming down from his Body to the 


Ground; till at laſt, being no longer able 


to bear up againſt ſuch Wounds and Pains, 


and loſs of Blood, he fell down upon the 


Pavement ; but this was an Infirmity con- 
fined to his Body, for ſtill his Mind was 
as erect, as far from being bent as ever. 
Hereupon one of the mercileſs Soldiers 


ſtamp'd upon his Belly, and ſpurn'd his 


Sides and Stomach to raiſe him up again; 
ill. he ſaſtain'd their barbarous Infolence; 


deſpiſed the force they put upon him, and 


bore his Pains with ſo much Magnanimity, 
that even he, who lay under the Torment, 
vanquiſh'd the hard-hearted W retches that 
inflicted it; and moved their Admiration 


by ſo reſolute and noble a Soul, in a Body | 
ſo aged and infirm. 


Some of theſe therefore, partly! in meer 
Pity to his Years, and partly upon the ac- 


count of former Acquaintance with him, 


though they were Servants to the King, 
drew near and ſaid, 

Why do you thus, for no manner of 
0 Reaſon, expoſe your ſelf to all theſe 
« Sufferings? Permit us, Eleazar, to ſect 


t before you, ſome lav / ful and clean Meats, 


« and do you make as though you did eat 
es SWine's Fleſh, according to the King's 
Po « Com- 


A 
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cc e ſo ſhall you ſave your Life, 
© and yer commit no Wickedneſs.“ 8 


But ELEAZAR anſiber d, 
5280 Fat be it from us, Who are Children 
6 of Abraham, to be guilty of ſuch Cow- 
% ardice and wicked Subtlety, by ſo much 
vas! leeming to do an Act that does not 
become us. How abſurd would it be 
for me, who have led a Life of Since- 
« rity and Truth hitherto, and preſerved 
my Reputation free from Blemiſh,” by a 
ce ſtrict obſervance of the Law, to change 
4 my Courſe now in extreme old Age, 
< and ſet an ill Example to others, to 
«« purchaſe a little Remainder of Life at 
the Expence of foul Diſſimulation, and 
« live that little while a Scorn and Laugh- 
* ing- Stock to all the World, for my Feit, 
6 and baſe e Pity 


When they gerceived him 55 reſolute 
and inflexible, and that their Pity could 
have no manner of Influence upon him, they 
changed their Diſpoſition, and brought him 
to the Fire ; there they applied new Inſtru- 
ments of Torture, threw him upon the Fuel, 
and as he burnt, poured ſcalding and ſtinking 
Liquors up his Noſtrils, whilſt in the mean 
while, his Body was burnt to the very Bone, 
and he ready to expire, Hitting up his Eyes 
to Heaven, he ſaid, 1 

Thou ſeeſt, my God, the Miſeries [ 

* endure, and that 1 chuſe to die by Fire 
| M 2 e and 


( 84 ) 
de and Torment, for the ſake of thy Law 
ce when it was in my power to prclorys 
e my Life by tranſgreſſing it; be thou 
ce therefore gracious, O Lord, to thy own 
“People; and let the Vengeance executed 
i on. me, ſuffice for what they have de- 
« ſeryed; make thou my Blood a Purifica- 
« tion for them; and accept my Life in- 
& ſtead of their 5 And with theid. 
Words the holy Man gave up the Ghoſt. 

After the Tyrant had made this Expe- 

ment to his loſs, and found himſelf and 
all his barbarous Stratagems outdone, by 
one poor old Man, enraged at this Defeat, 
he gave Orders to bring before him the 
ſeyen Brethren, with their ancient Mo- 

ther, to whom he made a Speech, in like 

manner as he had done to Eleagar, pro- 

miſing them Preferments and great Fa- 

vour, if they would comply with his De- 

ſire, and threatning Tortures, in caſe they 

would not obey him. He cauſed new 

Inſtruments of Tortures to be brought be- 

fore them, to put them into Fear and 

Dread. 

But thoſe brave Youths, thaowh then 
in ff ight of Death, and Tortures worſe 
than Death, would not ſubmit, becauſe 
they had attained to a Maſtery over their 
Paſſions, and were above Terror and Pain; 
inſomuch, that as ſoon as the Tyrant had 
admoniſhed them to eat of his forbidden 
Meats, they all with one Voice, as if all 
had been animated with one and the | 

| ſome. 
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fame generous Pry made e bim che. oke 
e or. 


TO what dolce, 0 King, "x. this 
7 delay? if with deſign. to know our final 
4 Reſolution, be affared we are ready to 
“ conquer Death in. its moſt frightful. 
“ Shape, rather than tranſgreſß the Laws 
% of our Fathers; for beſides the Reve- 
rence due to the Examples of. e our n- 
te ceſtots upon other Accounts, this is what. 
« Sur Obedience to the Law. and Precepts 
of Moſes require from us, do not then 
< attempt to petſuade us to Apoſtacy, do. 
« not put on a counterfeit Pity for them 
'* who know you hate them; even Death 
te itſelf is more ſupportable, than ſuch an 
& inſulting, diſſembling Company as. 
'* would ſave our Lives with the Lo(s, of 
, our Innocence. You think. to terrify 
* us by threatnings of Death and Torture, 
“ notwithſtanding the ſame Experiment 
“ made upon the old Man hath ſo lately 
taught you, how ineffectual all ſuch 
95 Methods are upon the Servants of the 
true God. And if the old Men of our 1 
Nation endure ſo couragiouſly ſuch ex- | 
1 quiſite Pains for their Religion, is it rea- l 
ſg˖onable to ſuppoſe that the young: ones | 
4e -will ſuffer the Reproach of coming be- | 
Fe * "hind them in Conſtancy and Patience? 
| As we have been educated under his In- 
ſtructions, ſo we ſhall conquer: after his 1 
nf Example. - Try us, therefore, ſce if it 
N i 
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c be in your power to deſtroy our Souls, 


« when we ſuffer in the Cauſe of God and 
« Religion. No, Sir, this is impoſſible, 


A 


« 


8 


. N * 


the Effects our Pains can have, will be 
t to ſecure us the glorious Rewards due 
"= unſhaken Patience and injured Vir- 
tue. But upon you the Conſequence 


“ will be very different and dreadful z for 


« by the Murder of ſo many innocent Men, 


« you arm the divine Vengeance againſt 
- yourſelf, | for the temporal which you 


e inflict, will become obnoxious to * 
* laſting Torments.” ; f 


This Anfwet ſo enraged the . that 8 
he cauſed them all to be put to death, with 
Torments yet more grievous, ↄne by one, 


in the preſence. of their. tender Mother, 
who bore it all as ſo many ſeveral Deaths 
in her own Perſon, and with a Soul un- 


daunted, when ſhe heard that ſhe alſo was 
to be ſeized and. put to death, voluntarily 


caſt herſelf into the Fire. . 8 glorious Mo- 
ther, thus defeating the Tyrant's Rage and 


| Violence, diſappointing all his wicked Con- 


trivances, exerting a moſt vigorous and 
noble Faith, firm as a ſtrong-built Houſe, 


erected upon her ſeven Pillars, and Proof 
againſt all Shocks | that laboured to oyer- 


turn it. 


Theſe Examples ſure will put it paſt 


diſpute, that Reaſon, improved by Reli- 
gion, is Maſter of Mens Paſſions ; for if 
the 


your Cruelty cannot hurt us; for all 


N 
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the Paſſions were ſuperior to Reaſon; it 48 


to them that the Praiſe of this noble Teſti- 


mony to Truth and conſtant Virtue, ought 
to be aſcribed. - But ſince this Inſtance 
makes it plain, that the Conflict lay be- 
tween Reaſon and the Paſſions, and that 
the former was victorious, we cannot with- 
out great wrong deny, that Reaſon is the 
governing Principle in every Man. 

And ſure it would argue a very perverſe 
Obſtinacy to pretend the contrary, after ſo 
full a Demonſtration, not only of bodily 
Pains, but likewiſe of Pleaſures too, re- 
ſiſted and vanquiſhed, as hath been proved; 
ſince it is evident the Tendency of our 
Paſſions, is conſtantly no other than to in- 
dulge Pleaſure, and to decline Pain. 
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MEER TIN, held: in London, by Adjourn- 
ment, from the 26th Day of the Third 
_ Month, to the 2d hy the Faogrth Month 
. 1735. 


t 0 the Burterly and Monthly Meetings 
1 Friends and Brethren, in Great-Bti- 
tain, Ireland;- and elſewhere. EEA 


* Dearh beloved, Friend; avid Brethren, 

RACE be unto you, and Phiri 
from God our Father, and from our 
i Lord Jeſus Chriſt; in a renewed 
Senſe of whoſe antient Love and Life, and 

in the Fellowſhip of the One Sx pirit, the 
Bond of Peace, Chich at firſt ten us 

one unto another, we tenderly ſalute you; 
knowing that this hath been our Strength 

and Preſeryation to this Day, and only 

can enable us to perſevere. faithful unto the 

End in every good Word and Work: 
Wherefore We earneſtly Geſire, that the 
Churches of Chriſt every where may there- 

by be eſtabliſhed unblameable in Holineſs, 

and may increaſe and abound in Love one 
towards another, and towards all Men. 
$:at-ofths _ We are humbly thankful to the God and 
Meting. Father of all our Mercies, that he hath been 
pleaſed to fayour this our Annual Aſſemb! ly 
with his wonted Goodneſs and gracious Vi- 
ſitations, and that the Affairs and Concerns 

of the Church have been therein carried on 

8 in 
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in a Spirit of mutual Condeſcenſion and 
Brotherly Love; in which we impart unto 
you the following Advices. 

By Accounts received from the Quarter- Profterit 
ly and Monthly Meetings in England, a8 of Tab. 
alſo by Epiſtles from Wales, Scotland, 

Ireland, Holland, Barbadoes, Long-Iſland, 

Rhode-1ſland, Virginia, N. 7. K ngland, 

Carolina, *Penſituania and the Ferſeys, 
we have received comfortable Informations 

of the Continuance of Love and Unity in 

the Churches, and that, although many of 

our antient F riends are removed by Death, 

it hath pleaſed the Lord by a freſh Vifi- 
tation to raiſe up others in divers Places to 
ſucceed them, ſeveral having been of late 
convinc d, and ſome call'd to bear a publick 
Teſtimony to His Name and Truth. 
The Amount of Friends Sufferings in Accounts ef 
England and Males brought in this Year, ernst. 
being chiefly for Tythes and Church. Rates, 
ſo called, is Three Thouſand Five Hun- 
dred and Forty Five Pounds and upwards; 
and in Ireland, One Thouland Five Hun- 
dred and Thirty Four Pounds and upwards, 
| making together above Five Thouſand and 
| Eighty Pounds. And one Friend is con- 
tinued A Priſoner on Account of Tythes. 

And, Dear Friends, as it hath been the Avic 
Concern of this Meeting frequently to ad- 8 
viſe that Friends ſhould ſtand faithful in 
their Teſtimony againſt that Antichriſtian 
Yoke of Tythes, ſo we do now renew our 
Advice in that Reſpect. 


Wl And 


. : 
And we earneſtly intreat the Faithfut 


among you, to take all ſuitable Opportu- 
nities of endeavouring to demonſtrate, to 


ſuch as are weak and unfaithful, the Im- 


portance of our Teſtimony againſt receiving 


or paying of Tythes, the natural Tenden- 


cy whereof is to obtain that Liberty which 


the pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity enjoy d; that 


is, a Liberty for any Perſon moy'd by the 


Holy Spirit of God, to preach the Doc- 


trine of the glorious Goſpel of our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt freely, and of 
which they were not deprived till ſuch 
time as great Corruptions of Doctrine and 
Practice were found amongſt the Profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity, and the Civil Powers were pre- 


vail d upon to meddle with the Conſciences 


of the People, which of Right are to be 


ſubjected to God only. 


We cannot therefore but bleſs the Lord, 
from an experimental witneſſing of the 


Comfort and Spiritual Advantage which a- 


riſes from ſuch a Liberty, that he was 
pleaſed to raiſe up our worthy Elders, and 


to give them a Teſtimony againſt that An- 
tichriſtian Yoke, making them willing, in 


this and other Nations, to ſuffer for that 
pf þ eftimony, thereby ſhewing to the World 
what the Love of Chriſt is able to do; for, 
we believe, nothing ſhort of that Love 
could have enabled them to ſuffer the Spoil 


of their Goods, and the long Impriſonments 
of their Bodies even unto Death, as ſome of 
them did, ſor their conſcientious Refuſal to 


F 
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pay Tythes: And we have Reaſon to be- 

lie ve, that if all amongſt us had follow d their 
Example, by abiding faithful in this our 

Chriſtian Teſtimony, we might before this 
Time have been in a great meaſure relieved 

from under that Oppreſſion. 

And as it hath been frequently the Care "ay 2" 
and Concern of this Meeting to adviſe Pa- and * 
rents, and all who have the Tuition and Ch'ͤidren. 
Education of Children, to bring them up 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord: We are ſtill ſenſible, that there is 
occaſion to repeat our tender Advice and 
Exhortation, that you would lay this Mat- 
ter cloſely to heart; for tis certain that 

the Preſervation of your Off-ſpring in the 

May of true Religion and Godlineſs, is of 
much greater Moment to their Happineſs 
both in this Life, and in that which is to 
come, than any Thing elſe you are capable 
of doing for them: And therefore we re- 
new our Advice, that you be diligently 
exerciſed in ſuch a Godly Care, waiting 
upon God for Wiſdom from him, firſt to 
walk wiſely and circumſpectly before them 
| your ſelves, and then you may with more 
1 Weight and Authority in the Meekneſs of 

that Wiſdom inſtruct, adviſe, exhort, and 

rebuke, as you ſhall ſee Occaſion. And 
we think it will contribute very much to 
your Succeſs in theſe Endeayours, if you 
put them frequently in a ſolemn Manner 
upon reading the Holy Scriptures, eſpecial- 
iy ſuch parts of them as relate to the great 
3 N 2 Do- 


(92) 
Doctrines and Precepts of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and then wait upon God with them, 
that you may become Inſtruments to open 
their Underſtandings, and in the Senſe of 
his Power and Wiſdom preſs them cloſely 
to the Practice of what they read: Such 
an Exerciſe as this begun early, and fre- 
quently repeated, We recommend as the in- 
diſpenſible Duty of all concerned, and the 
N moſt likely Means for the Preſervation and 
| Improvement of Children in the Way of 
Truth, and through the Lord's Bleſſing to 
1 ſecure them from being prevail'd. upon, by 
the many falſe deceitful Spirits that are gone 
| forth into the World, tending to ſubvert 
| the Chriſtian Faith, and a Practice and Con- 
yerſation agreeable thereto. 
Cererning And ſorafmuch as a true Chriſtian Dit 
8 e, tice and every Branch of it, is the Fruit and 
85 Effect of the . Sandtification of the, 


are ee to Wait on 1 in all Humi⸗ 

lity and Lowlineſs of Mind; We tenderly 
adviſe, that every Thing tending to obſtruct 

or divert the Minds, either of Children, or 

thoſe of more advanced Years, from this 

good Exerciſe, 'may be carefully ayoided 

and taken out of the Way: and it being e- 
vident, that the Glory and Vanity of the | 
World, and the Pleaſures and Diverſions of 

it, are of this Nature and Tendency ; We 
therefore adyiſe, that all Parents and Maſ- 

ters in the firſt place be good Examples to 

their Children and F amilics 1 in an humble 


and 


" X07 - 
and circumſpe@ walking, and with all 
plainneſs of Habit and Speech, which is a- 
greeable to the Croſs of Chriſt, the Exam 
ple of our ancient Friends, and the frequent 
Ad vices of this Meeting: And alſo that they 
be very careful not to indulge their Children 
in the Uſe and Practice of Things contrary 
thereunto; for we are ſenſible that by ſuch 
Habits, of how little moment ſoe ver ſome 
may think them, the tender Minds of Chil- 
dren, while very young, being liſted up and 
drawn aſide from the Simplicity of the Truth, 
a Foundation is early laid for thoſe undue Li- 
berties ſo juſtly complained of: for a Love 
and Delight in ſuch Things, imprudently 
indulged at firſt; grows up with them, and 
becomes ſtrengthened more and more into 
confirmed Habits; and thus ſome Have Be- 
come Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt; and 
forſaken and oppoſed the Way of Truth; 
which poſſibly might have been prevented, 
by Parents doing their Duty in being good 
Examples, and not cheriſhing Seeds of Va- 
nity and Folly in their Children, but on the 
contrary prudently diſcouraging every Ap- 

pearance of Evil in them; which neceſſary 

Duty we earneſtly recommend to their ſe- 
rious Conſideration and Practice. 1 

And we do farther recommend, as a Concerning 
means very conducive to the Preſervation of 1 
Friends, a People of one Heart and one Way, A E 
for the Good of themſelyes and their Chil- 
_ dren after them, that the Diſcipline of the 
Church, in the ſeyeral Meetings inſtituted 
8 2 


(94) 
for that purpoſe, be kept up and managed 
in a Spirit of Wiſdom and Love: Let all 
things in thoſe Meetings be done with Cha- 
rity, let the Love of God in an eſpecial Man- 
ner rule in your Hearts, and therein; tho 
ſometimes different Sentiments may ariſe, 
yet will every particular Member have the 
ſame Thing in view, vig. The Glory of 
God and the Good of his Church and Peos 
ple, and in this Singleneſs of Heart they will 
beſt promote the great End and Services of 
thoſe Meetings: We adviſe therefore upon 
this Occaſion, that nothing be done through 
Strife and Contention, nor from any private 
Views, or the Influence of Numbers, but 
in Lowlineſs of Mind let each eſteem an- 
other better than himſelf, and where any 
Debates ariſe, endeavour in a Spirit of Meek - 
neſs to convince one another: And as you ſo 
ſtand mutually engaged in Love, your 
Hearts will be enlarged, and all undue 
Warmths and Diſcord will be gradually 
removed, and you will be enabled through 
Meekneſs, Humility, Long-Suffering, and 
Forbearance one of another, to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; 
always bearing in mind that excellent Cau- 
tion of the Apoſtle, Gal. v. 26. Let us not 
be deſirous of Vain- Glory, Provoking one 
another, Envying one another, knowing 


this, that he Fruit of the Spirit is Love, 


Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance, bs 
_ againſt ſuch there is no Law. And they 

: | | that 


„ 
that are Chriſt's have crucified the Fleſh with the 
Aſfections and Luſts. If we live in the Spirit, 
let us alſo walk in the Spirit, Verſe 22, 23, 
24, 25. | + 

he Advices we have received of the general Advice re- 
Care of Friends to keep clear from defrauding ws 7 fn „ 
the King in any Branch of his Revenue, are very 5 
acceptable to us, who hold it our indiſpenſable 
Duty, with 9 to Kings, and all that are in 
Authority, to lead a quiet and peaceable Life in 

all Godlineſs and Honeſty. - KEE AM 

Again, Dear Friends, we eſteem it our Duty g. gra- 

to renew our former Advices, that Friends every tions to 
where take diligent Care to prevent, as much as 7ufice, 
. poſſible, Perſons profeſling with us, defrauding 

their Creditors of their juſt Dues, to the great 

Scandal and Reproach of our holy Profeſſion; 
by timely admoniſhing and cautioning all thoſe 
of our Society, who, by Delays in Payment, and 
breaking their Words and Promiſes, give rea- 
ſonable Cauſe of Suſpicion that their Circum- 
ſtances are Deſperate ; adviſing all ſuch to in- 
ſpect their Accounts, and give up their Effects 

in time, in order to make the beſt they can to 

their Creditors; which will moſt conduce to 

their own Peace, and Credit and Reputation of 
our Chriſtian Society. But if any, through 
Ambition, or Deſire of Grandeur in the World, 

{hall reduce themſelves to Inſolvency, after ha- 
ving been thus plainly cautioned and dealt with, 
accqrding to the Nature of the Offence, and 
9 to the Advices of this Meeting, in the 
Lears 1728, and 1732, (to which we refer you) 

then the Society will juſtly be clear of Reproach 

ariſing from the Miſconduct of ſuch. A Care 

of this Nature we earneſtly recommend, not 

only to Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, but 
alſo that Friends in their private Capacity, 

Watch over, Adviſe, and Caution one another, 
whenever they obſerve any real Occaſion for it. 
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To be dil. And, as it hath pleaſed the Lord in his great 

get in Mercy and Goodneſs, to favour the Faithful a- 

Meetings,” mong his People, not only in ſuch publick Aſ- 
ſemblies as theſe, but alſo in their ſmall retired 
Meetings in the Country every where, with the 
lifting up of the Light of his Countenance upon 
them, and renewing an Inward and Spiritual 
Acquaintance with them, by which they are 
greatly encouraged to meet often together to 
think upon his Name, and as he ſhall moveany 

| | | thereunto, to ſpeak one unto another to their 

73 mutual Edification and Comfort: We take this 


|| 2855 Opportunity to renew our former Advices, that 
Y Friends in their ſeveral Counties and Places, be 
1 diligent in attending Religious Meetings for the 
Fi Worſhip of God, not only on Firſt Days, but 
F- | on other Days of the Week, and as near as may 
EE: beat the Time appointed; there being by Ac- 
3 counts brought into this Meeting, from ſome 


Places, a great Neglect in this Reſpect, which 
we have Reaſon to believe is owing to a being 

over- charged with the Cares of this Life, the 

Deceitfulneſs af Riches, and the Love of other 
Things, which choaks the good Seed, ſo that 
Love to Religion and the Worſhip of God de- 
* cays and RU... 
Conclgſan. Finally, Brethren, we exhort you, in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, o warn them that are 
© | Unruly, comfort the Feeble-minded, ſupport the 
1 Weak, be Patient towards all Men: See that 
| none render Evil for Evil unto any Man, but 
1 ever follow that which is Good, both among your 
t | - ſelves and to all Men, Ihe. v. M4, 16. 

| „%***˙* 7 * YI 1 
1 Signed in and on cBN of e Yearly-Meeting, 


By Ep Mun GURNEY, 
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